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Editorial 


An earthquake or a tremor? 


By Gerry Gable 


YEARS AGO The Sun could claim they had won elections 
for a right-wing Conservative Party. Now it could be said 
that four main factors boosted the UK Independence 
Party's fortunes. 

Firstly, the BBC failed to learn from the time they claimed 
that putting the British National Party leader Nick Griffin on 
Question Time would destroy his party. In fact in the 
general election a few months later the BNP won over 
560,000 votes. Over the past year Nigel Farage has hardly 
been off our screens and only rarely have the print media 
attacked his policies. Instead the three main parties have 
been encouraged to pander to UKIP’s views on immigration, 
although it is unclear quite what UKIP’s policy is. 

Secondly, false academic prophecies that masses of 
former Labour voters would turn to UKIP were eagerly 
snatched up by the media. This is a dangerous 
misunderstanding. As speakers at Searchlight's international 
conference in April explained, UKIP draws much of its 
support not from traditional Labour voters but from that 
section of working class people who had supported 
Margaret Thatcher in areas such as Basildon, from people 
who voted BNP in 2009 and from former Conservative 
supporters. UKIP also attracts some protest voters who 
might previously have voted Lib Dem. The detailed results 
suggest that Labour has not lost out much to UKIP. 

Thirdly, UKIP’s opponents have largely relied on gossip 
about individual UKIP candidates and party officers, 
including Farage himself, instead of exposing the party's 
political stand on issues outside immigration. 

And fourthly, it was wrong to view UKIP as merely “a bit 
xenophobic" as some on the left described them last year. 
Searchlight has always said UKIP is a racist party with a fair 
few fascists and haters not only among the rank and file 
but sitting as councillors and at the party's top table. 

The BNP was defeated by anti-fascists going onto the 
streets to oppose them, their own internal squabbles and 
exposures of their financial corruption. Searchlight can 
proudly say we stood with thousands of others in making 
the very best use of the pain the BNP was inflicting on 
itself, especially with our ongoing exposures of the party's 
mismanagement. 

While many European countries have seen an upsurge of 
the extreme right, British anti-fascists can celebrate their 
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achievement in defeating the BNP and other fascist and 
Islamophobic groups, just as they can be proud of taking 
to the streets to oppose the English Defence League and 
the more vicious groups that have fragmented off it, which 
Searchlight warned against. Organisations such as Unite 
Against Fascism and the TUC, with the support of local 
“We Are” and other community groups around the 
country, such Redbridge and Epping Forest Together 
(REFT) were instrumental in these successes, key to which 
is that many of us are simultaneously engaged in the fights 
to save education, jobs, our NHS and the fight against 
growing poverty and attacks on our civil rights. 

The best leaflet against UKIP was issued by “Stand Up 
To UKIP”, a broad front driven by anti-fascists and anti- 
racists, which as well as opposing UKIP's attacks on 
migrant workers, exposed the rest of UKIP's reactionary 
programme. In the run-up to the general election it is 
essential that we attack UKIP on the broadest front not 
only on their race hate. 


Hope for Jeremiah Duggan inquest 

At the end of May Erica Duggan gave evidence at a pre- 
inquest review criticising a new German investigation into 
the death of her son, Jeremiah, whose body was found 
on a Germany motorway in 2003. Jeremiah, a 22-year-old 
Jewish student, had attended a youth event organised by 
the Schiller Institute. German police at the time concluded 
his death was “a suicide by means of a traffic accident", 
a verdict his mother has rejected. She said nothing had 
changed and accused the German police of institutional 
racism. 

The Schiller Institute is a front group for the extreme- 
right LaRouche cult, a spook operation, and it was clear 
that there had been a cover-up by both the German police 
and the British police liaison through our Embassy in 
Germany. This was no surprise as the cult has been an asset 
of various intelligence bodies in the West and today 
probably the East as well. 

Erica's first port of call for advice was Searchlight. We put 
her in touch with former cult members in Germany and the 
author of an investigative book in the USA. We even found 
a friendly FBI officer to help. Despite LaRouchie attempts to 
infiltrate her campaign and stonewalling by the British and 
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German authorities she has persisted, 
in the face of my warning that she 
might get nowhere because of the 
intelligence connection. New forensic 
evidence may establish he was beaten 
to death. A full three-day inquest is 
expected to be held at North London 
Coroner's Court next February. 


Russian media operation 
promotes fascists 

A leader of a tiny British hate group 
has joined the growing number of 
fascists who appear as apparently 
respectable commentators on Russia 
Today, President Putin's Trojan Horse 
TV channel. Paul Weston, leader of 
the Islamophobic Liberty GB, who has 
also been linked to the English 
Defence League and other extreme- 
right outfits, appeared described as a 
civil rights activists. 

Another leading far-right activist 
who often appears on RT as an 
“expert” is Peter Rushton, deputy 
editor of Heritage and Destiny. And 
Manuel Ochsenreiter, who appears 
on RT as a German journalist or 
researcher, is the editor of Zuerst!, 
Germany's leading national socialist 
magazine. 

RT's coverage of this year's biggest 
EDL march, in Newcastle, depicted 
the racists as legitimate protesters 
and no voice was given to those 
opposing the EDL. To cap it all, a 
leading LaRouche activist appeared 
again, presented as an expert from 
The Executive Intelligence Review, 
which is Lyndon LaRouche's weekly 
international news briefing. 


Remember Kevin Gately 

Forty years ago, on 15 June 1974, 
Kevin Gately met his end at the Battle 
of Red Lion Square. The body of the 
21-year-old student attending his 
first-ever protest was found at the 
end of a bloody confrontation with 
the National Front and police riot 
squads, who were assisted by agents 
provocateurs planted among the anti- 
fascist protesters. The police had 


mounted several charges into the 
crowd. 

Despite a long campaign to 
determine who killed him, an inquiry 
conducted by Lord Scarman failed to 
establish the circumstances of his 
death. Some claim it was from a lethal 
aikido blow, a martial arts technique 
favoured by many riot squad officers. 
One suggestion advanced was that 
he was crushed in the crowd of anti- 
fascist demonstrators. 

Nobody appears to have pursued 
the idea that the blow may have 
been struck by one of the agents 
provocateurs, who were seen 
assaulting people on what was 
supposed to be their own side and 
pushing people under the hooves of 
police horses. Like we still remember 
Blair Peach, so should we recall the 
unresolved death of young Kevin. 


Moving on 

In the coming year, with the support 
of our traditional allies and some 

new ones, Searchlight will step up its 
intelligence and analysis work, 
continue to oppose fascists when they 
appear on the streets, and campaign 
as part of a broad movement against 
any far-right group standing for 
election. 

We have made some changes to the 
magazine and stepped up our trade 
union activity in the form of Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight, so that 
we can move forward in the fight 
against UKIP and against the secretive 
groups plotting and planning, with 
their international Nazi networks, to 
subvert democracy, which present a 
risk as great as any over the 50 years 
of Searchlight's existence. The 
magazine has become quarterly from 
this issue, but because of its increased 
size, we have for the first time in 15 
years raised the cover price. 

We were born to the cause of 
fighting the fascists and racists and for 
us, and many thousands of other 
decent people in this country, the 
fight goes on. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


AT THE TIME of writing, UKIP have just made major 
election gains, clearly in part stealing the thunder of 
the British National Party. Moreover, they are tapping 
into a wider sense of disillusionment with mainstream 
politics, and a fuzzy sense that a traditional British 
identity is under attack from forces such as 
immigration and the European Union. For the most 
part though, their upper echelons reject the sort of 
openly white nationalist discourses associated with 
the extreme far right. 

Meanwhile, on the outer fringes of the British far 
right there are more radical messages, responding in 
part to the more guarded, more acceptably 
mainstream themes promoted by UKIP. One turn 
among the more radical sectors of the British far right 
scene has been to employ a hysterical language of 
saving white people from a cultural genocide. White 
people coming under sustained attack from liberal 
and multicultural politics is a developing message 


among the more radical sectors of British far right 
movements, such as the remnants of the British 
National Party as well as elements within the 
Traditional Britain Group. We can even detect this 
theme in fringe elements within UKIP. 

Such radicalised messages are also developing from 
transnational links, especially with American activists. 
This article explores this language of a white genocide, 
and sets out some of the central international 
connections, to highlight the way the contemporary 
far right is appropriating terms such as ‘genocide’ for 
its own purposes of promoting white nationalism. 


BNP electioneering 

While the BNP is in major decline from its high water 
mark of a few years ago, and has been wiped out in 

the recent elections, there is still some life left in the 

old dog yet. Indeed, there are clear signs that, as the 
party has dramatically declined, its message has 


Another version of the white genocide obsession: this meeting/social was being promoted by the organiser of the neo-Nazi think-tank the lona London Forum 
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The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide independent comment in these pages. 


become once again less guarded, and more 
comfortable expressing openly its white nationalist 
roots. Interestingly, much of its election material in 
2014 has been directed towards attacking the anti- 
immigration populism of UKIP, stressing that Nigel 
Farage's party lacked a strong enough policy to curb 
migration. The BNP on the other hand would take a 
much firmer stance on the issue. 

To give just one an example, on 8 May the BNP 
leader Nick Griffin stressed in a BBC interview that his 
interpretation of UKIP immigration policy would lead 
to ‘350,000 more third world immigrants [entering] 
into Britain every year’. In contrast, Griffin claimed 
that the BNP's policy was colour blind, in the sense 
that it would say no to all migrants to the UK no 
matter what their race. 

Moreover, as the party sets out this agenda, there 
has been a quite blatant theme of defending white 
people in the BNP's recent rhetoric, one that 
underpins the party's core, racist ideology. As it 
presents UKIP as soft on themes of immigration and 
preserving British identity, the BNP’s own messages on 
race have become ever more shrill. 


YouTube activism 

When we turn away from its engagement with 
mainstream media, and examine the BNP's website, 
here we find this message coming through even more 
clearly. Online, we find very strong statements, such 
as white people being subject to genocide by 
institutions including the European Union. Moreover, 
echoing traditional neo-Nazi ideas, we can find many 
loosely coded pronouncements stressing that white 
people are losing their purity of race as a result of a 
plot by Jewish bankers. 

Most evocatively, the film uploaded to the BNP's 
website on 12 May, Immigration - The EU's Dirty 
Secret, makes these arguments. Again developed as 
part of the BNP's flawed European election campaign, 
this 12-minute propaganda piece barely disguises the 
underlying neo-Nazi agenda of the party. ‘We have 
every right to hold on to our racial heritage, and to 
our culture, as others want to hold on to theirs’, the 
voiceover declares at one point while also decrying 
the EU's immigration policies as promoting ‘evil white 
genocide’. 

Typifying the wider trend, this film accuses the 
European Union of enacting a policy of genocide on 


all ‘traditional’ nations. This use of the term 
‘genocide’ to decry moderate, liberal democratic 
societies is a development that has been given a fillip 
by recent trends in the international White Power 
scene in recent years, and is now happily picked up 
by the declining BNP. 


American connections 

The idea of there being a white genocide in the 
post-war era is nothing new within neo-Nazi activism. 
For example, in the US neo-Nazi scene we can find 
this theme set out by the influential activist David 
Lane. The idea of white people being subject to 
genocide was a topic he expressed in his hyperbolic 
White Genocide Manifesto, a text widely reproduced 
in the online neo-Nazi scene. Echoing Lane's 14 
Words slogan, the White Genocide Manifesto also 
has 14 points, which claim, as he puts it: ‘all Western 
nations are ruled by a Zionist conspiracy to mix, 
overrun and exterminate the White race’. 

Yet the BNP's engagement with the idea of a white 
genocide also taps into more recent trends in an 
openly neo-Nazi nationalist politics, especially the US- 
based White Rabbit Radio. Its recent activities were 
analysed by Ryan Lenz of the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. Based around a 221-word Mantra repeated in 
numerous YouTube films, Lenz describes the core 
ideology as one that: 

largely blames immigration for a ‘genocide’ 
facing white people ... Its widespread presence 
on the Internet is due to a small but highly 
dedicated group of activists who call 
themselves the ‘swarm’ and furiously 
propagate it online. In essence, they comprise 
an online flash mob, spending hours posting 
the Mantra in the comments section of 
YouTube videos, tagging it to news articles on 
race, and reprinting the Mantra in full on most 
white nationalist websites of note. 

It is interesting to see how the theme of white 
victimhood and genocide is evoked in this Mantra, so 
to quote a section from the document itself: 

Everybody says there is this race problem. 
Everybody says this race problem will be 
solved when the third world pours into every 
white country and only into white countries ... 
Everybody says the final solution to this race 
problem is for every white country and only 
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white countries to ‘assimilate,’ i.e., intermarry, 
with all those non-whites ... But if | tell that 
obvious truth about the ongoing program of 
genocide against my race, the white race, 
Liberals and respectable conservatives agree 
that | am a naziwhowantstokillsixmillionjews 
[sic] ... They say they are anti-racist. What 
they are is anti-white. Anti-racist is a code 
word for anti-white. 


The Mantra itself was written by an American FOLLOW THe 
activist, Robert Whitaker, and as Griffin glowingly - : seneeeemeeemens - 
talks about him on the BNP's website: ‘purity’ of cultures, and the animation is presented 

Whiterabbitradio.net is run by a group of as a satire highlighting the ostensibly genocidal nature 
talented young American activists inspired by of multiculturalism and liberal values more generally. 
veteran American white rights activist Bob 
Whitaker. | met Bob years ago in the USA and Transnational links 
have long been telling young activists in In academic analysis of far right cultures there is a 
particular to buy and read his ground-breaking growing interest in the way transnational links are 
book Why Johnny Can't Think ... | was developed between such groups. White Rabbit Radio 
delighted to learn the other day that the is a clear example of this trend, and it is unsurprising 
highly professional website of Horus the that the BNP is one European group that is actively 
White Rabbit had picked up my speech in the promoting White Rabbit Radio in the UK. Nick Griffin 
European Parliament where | slammed the gives the White Rabbit Radio campaign his full 
hypocrisy and exposed the sick agenda of the backing. The BNP's website hosts ‘AntiRacist Hitler’, 
so-called ‘anti-racists’. and describes it as follows: ‘Anti-racist Hitler! Brilliant 
piece of propaganda ju-jitsu by pro-white survival 
White Rabbit propaganda team whiterabbitradio.net'. 
The White Rabbit Radio website hosts many online Griffin has even called on BNP members to create 
videos engaging with this theme, produced by its their own films to develop the same core message. 
virtual activists. These films include a highly As its webpage states: 
provocative 10-minute animated story called The BNP enjoys a good relationship with the 
‘AntiRacist Hitler’, depicting Adolf Hitler returning US based White Rabbit. ‘Like’ and share this 
after spending a lot of time in Argentina, and video on your Facebook page, Tweet it email it 
unleashing an extreme multicultural revolution in to friends, and let's show solidarity with our 
Israel. The film's core message articulates a key theme nationalist comrades and cousins across the 
found in much far right appropriation of the term Atlantic ... Be sure to bookmark White Rabbit 
‘genocide’: multiculturalism is destructive of racial because there'll be plenty more excellent 
purity, and therefore genocidal in scope. offerings to come. 

To depict this, we see the ‘new’ Hitler's promotion Meanwhile, highlighting the attempt to radicalise 
of radical multiculturalism result in all of Israel's young people too, the BNP released another film in 
inhabitants rejecting their ‘pure’, Jewish identity. To the May election period, titled BNP Youth — Fight 
hammer home its message, the film depicts one sole Back. Tapping into broadly similar themes, this 


Jewish voice decrying 
multiculturalism as it appears 
to destroy Jewish traditions. 
Its conclusion depicts 
multiculturalism as equally 
genocidal as the Holocaust. 
This clearly provocative 
film once more resonates 
a : with the theme of 
Robert Whitaker: author of a 


racist "mantra" who thinks multiculturalism being “ The eight young BNP supporters whose hatred of other people clearly makes them 
anti-racist means anti-white force that has ended the very miserable 
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surprisingly shocking film features eight young BNP 
supporters who decry the impact of ‘British culture’ 
being ‘bastardised’, while also claiming 
multiculturalism is destroying the ‘rich tapestry of 
humankind’. As one contributor put it: ‘We want 
our land to be a home for our people and our 
culture’. 

The aggressive film is being used to stimulate 
interest in younger followers, and again on the BNP's 
website we find the line adopted is linked directly to 
the theme of defending the nation against an alleged 
white genocide. As the website's tag line states: ‘Join 
us for a mere £5 a year — help us prevent the 
genocide of the indigenous peoples of Britain!’ 


Liberty GB and white genocide 

Elsewhere too, British far right activists are talking 
about their concerns over an alleged white genocide. 
Again, this is not the more acceptable message one 


finds in, say, UKIP, but is present on the more radical 
fringes of parties that contested the European 
elections. For example, the micro far right party 
Liberty GB is run by a former UKIP politician, Paul 
Weston, who also ran as a candidate in the 2014 
European elections. 

As part of his electioneering material, Weston has 
produced a statement for the 2014 European 
elections called ‘Preventing White Genocide’, 
available as a YouTube video and an online text. 
Part of it reads as follows: 

Being a dreadful, awful, ghastly racist such 

as myself does tend to give you an advantage 
because it means | can actually talk about 
race. And we do need to talk about race 
because the twenty-first century — unless 
things change — will see the virtual extinction 
of my white European race. 

Now, people are going to think that's a 


Paul Weston, leader of the far-right fringe party Liberty GB, who thought the "extinction" of the "white European race" might be a vote-winner. It wasn't 
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paranoid statement to make, but in 1950, - 
bearing in mind there are three global races, 
the white European Caucasian, the African and 
the Asian — white Europeans accounted for 30 
percent of the global population; today we're 
down to only 16 percent, and United Nations 
figures suggest that by 2050 we will be only 
10 percent, and only having 5 percent of the 
world's babies. 

Now this is not such as tremendous problem 
as long as we retain control of our own 
homelands. It doesn't matter that we become 
a global ethnic minority, but if we also lose 
control of our own homeland and become 

an ethnic minority there, then we have a 

big problem. 

It is worth stressing that Weston is not only the 
leader of a far right micro party, he is also a 
contributor to the Gates of Vienna website — one of 
the hubs for the Counter-Jihad movement and 
central to the radicalisation of Anders Breivik. 


‘Propaganda ju-jitsu’ 

As we can see, the hysterical employment of the 
term genocide is used to decry multiculturalism and 
immigration. Taking a term used to denounce far right 
agendas, and using it to critique liberal democratic 
politics is a common tactic, one we saw Griffin earlier 
call ‘propaganda ju-jitsu’. Academics often call this 
sort of thing ‘doublespeak’. As with the BNP and 
White Rabbit Radio, for Weston the central theme 
here is demonising multiculturalism and the political 
left, to the point where he claims such forces are 
enacting genocide. 

In a similar vein, writing on the Gates of Vienna 
website, Weston declared in one essay that: 

The Left still accuse us of racism because we 
wish to preserve the people, culture and 
homeland which our forefathers sacrificed so 
much for, yet the Left cannot recognise their 
own overt racism when they speak quite 
literally of racial genocide. 

Make no mistake about this: These leftists are 
not morally good people; they are dangerous, 
evil genocidal racists, driven by an absolutely 
insane racial hatred of their very own race. 
The Left is our primary enemy. 

Here, we once again see a clear inversion of 
terms: far right activists such as Weston want to 
present multiculturalism as racist, and stress that any 
promotion of diversity is a type of genocide. 

The roots of this type of reframing of far right 
messages can be found, in part at least, in the 
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cultures of the New Right developed by Alain de 
Benoist and others from the 1960s. In these 
intellectualised fascist cultures we find the origins of 
the theme that those who promote multicultural 
societies do not respect racial purity, and even hate 
races. Thus multiculturalism is racist, while those 
calling for the preservation of all races, not just white 
people, are the real ‘raciophiles’. 


National Policy Institute 

This theme of specifically white people being attacked 
by non-whites can be found in more recent variants 
of intellectualised far right politics too, such as the 
groups promoted by another American activist, 
Richard B Spencer. In particular, he heads up the 
Montana based National Policy Institute, a far right 
think tank that has been described as a ‘white 
supremacist’ organisation by the Southern Poverty 
Law Center. 

Interestingly, Devin Burghart from the Institute for 
Research and Education on Human Rights reports that 
when Spencer took over the National Policy Institute, 
in late 2011, he did so by making a speech talking 
about how the white race has been attacked by Asian 
and African migrants. Moreover, underscoring the 
transnational links here, although the National Policy 
Institute is based in America, he also drew on the 
memory of Enoch Powell's Rivers of Blood speech to 
help develop his theme. 

Typifying this interest in defending white people 
from some form of imagined existential threat, 
another figure linked to the National Policy Institute, 
Alexander Kurtagi , contributed an essay called ‘The 
Great Erasure’ to an intellectual journal published by 
Spencer, Radix, in 2012. Here, Kurtagi too developed 
the white genocide theme, though he was guarded in 
his language. 

He presented Europe as being at a point of 
transition away from domination by white people, 
and suggested this was because of a hidden Jewish 
plot of some sort, though was hazy on specifics. In a 
sinister manner, he concluded that what he called ‘a 
new moral theory of difference’ was needed to 
resolve the fundamental tension he felt existed 
between securing a future for the white race and 
respecting national and international laws preventing 
the expulsion en masse of non-white people. What 
this theme of a new morality is code for is anyone's 
guess. 

So, as with more openly neo-Nazi discourses on 
this theme, Kurtagi 's argument stressed that white 
Europeans are sleepwalking into their own racial 
extinction, though he avoided using terms such as 


genocide to articulate these concerns. Instead, he 
coined a new tem, ‘erasure’, for essentially the same 
idea. As he pithily stressed: ‘Settler colonization is, 
after all, a game of erasure: settlers erase or are 
erased; no on-going equitable relationship is possible 
between settlers and indigenes’. 


Links with the Traditional Britain Group 
Telling of the transatlantic linkages developing 
between figures such as Spencer and organisations 
in the UK, both Spencer and Kurtagi have 
contributed to the recent events put on by the 
Traditional Britain Group. In this more stuffy, British 
far right milieu there is also a profound sense of 
concern regarding what is seen as the destruction of 
a traditional, and therefore white, culture in Britain, 
though the term ‘genocide’ is not so prevalent in their 
language when compared to, say, the BNP’s blatant 
hysteria here. 

The connection between white genocide themes 
and the Traditional Britain Group issues can also be 
found in its ties with Paul Weston — as we have seen 
another activist talking openly about fears of a white 
genocide who is also active within the Traditional 
Britain Group. So, while UKIP have dominated the 
2014 European elections with a politics that tries to 
play down associations with white nationalism, and at 
least at the centre figures such as Farage try to 
promote a more clearly civic idea of national identity, 
we should not be blind to the fact that others within 
the wider far right are more happily engaging with 
this theme. 


The UKIP fringe 

Moreover, though white genocide is far from the 
official party line within UKIP, we can even find 
examples of less well-disciplined activists developing 
this theme. As a badly disciplined and growing party, 
it is far from surprising that more radical voices are 
being empowered by the energies of UKIP. This 
includes setting out the concern with a white 
genocide. 

To give some examples, in 2013 one of its 
councillor candidates, Richard Leppington, was 
exposed for promoting on his social media pages 
White Rabbit Radio material, including the ‘AntiRacist 
Hitler’ cartoon discussed earlier. Meanwhile, other 
elements within UKIP’s promotional material have 
veered into using the theme of white people being 
systematically eliminated in a way to criticise 
immigration to the UK. PinkNews, which describes 
itself as ‘Europe's largest gay news network’, 
highlighted a UKIP leaflet put out during the 2014 


elections called ‘Christian England Safe in UKIP's 
Hands’, which reads as follows: 
Today we are witnessing a deliberate attempt 
by politicians to carry out a deliberate process 
of secularisation and ethnocide of the English 
people and our ancient Christian nation, 
England. 
They are doing this because England is the 
powerhouse. The bulwark which stands in 
defence of the ancient, Christian realm of the 
United Kingdom. 
Before we joined the European Union, England 
was a land with a monocultural society rooted 
in Christianity — freedom, democracy. 

Finally, in his TV debates with Nick Clegg, Farage 
was forced to denounce a UKIP flier that likened 
current immigration to the UK to the plight of native 
Americans whose culture was destroyed by European 
migration. So while the messages of Farage himself 
and his inner circle might want to place some clear 
water between the more radical elements of the far 
right and UKIP, scratching beneath the surface can 
reveal other elements within the party that seem to 
have different ideas. 


The appeal of the genocide theme 
The appeal of this extreme language, styling 
multiculturalism as genocidal, within the far right is 
clear. On the one hand, it is a useful way to turn a 
term often used to attack fascist movements, which 
historically have been linked to carrying out genocide, 
and direct it back to an attack on liberal democratic 
political systems. In a similar way, we have also seen 
this sort of doublespeak with the far right's 
appropriation of the term ‘fascism’, now very 
commonly directed towards Islam. 

On the other hand, there is a core concern with 
the politics of identity here too. Far right identity 
politics revolves around the theme of a traditional 
culture facing an existential crisis, and so presenting 
white Europeans as being subject to a hidden 
genocide, being carried out by the political elite, can 
connect with people who feel themselves somehow 
under attack by uprooting aspects of changing, 
modern societies. Far right politics operates on a 
sense of victimhood, and so the language of a white 
genocide is clearly directed to evoking the idea that 
white people, rather than being dominant within 
Western culture, are the true victims of contemporary 
society. It is essential to address the grievances that 
allow such resentments to foster in order to prevent 
the type of extremist messages discussed in this article 
resonating with people. 
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By Devin Burghart 


MEET THE YOUNG American at the centre of a growing new 
international network of white nationalists. 

University-educated, well-to-do, and full of youthful energy 
at 36 years-old, Richard B. Spencer has risen through the 
American white nationalist ranks in a remarkably short period. 
Thanks to an inheritance of the movement's past, he has the 
infrastructure to try and re-shape the movement's image and 
direction. 

His plan involves importing New Right traditions of 
Identitarian politics to the American scene and bringing 
American white nationalism to Europe, to construct a 
“Cosmopolitan, pan-European nationalism." And after several 
visits to Europe and Asia to build alliances, he's organizing his 
own conference in Europe this autumn. 


Who is Richard Spencer? 
Richard Bertrand Spencer was born in Boston, Massachusetts 
and grew up in Dallas, Texas where he attended an affluent 
private high school. After obtaining a bachelor's degree at the 
University of Virginia and a master's degree the University of 
Chicago, he was a doctoral student at Duke University before 
“dropping out to pursue a life of thought-crime", according 
to Spencer. 

Like several of his older white nationalist movement 
mentors, Spencer began his political activity in mainstream 


Richard Spencer (left) with the right-wing libertarian writer and publisher Taki 


Theodoracopulos, and the British-born white nationalist Peter Brimelow 
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conservative circles. He worked as an assistant editor at Pat 
Buchanan's The American Conservative magazine, then 
became executive editor of Taki’s Magazine (the publication of 
Buchanan's co-founder in The American Conservative). But 
Spencer kept marching to the white side. 

In November 2008 he spoke about Nietzsche at an H.L. 
Mencken Club event. By early 2009, Spencer could no longer 
hold back his fixation on “contemporary white consciousness." 
In a 29 May 2009 TakiMag piece entitled “White Like Me" 
Spencer opined, “In our increasingly globalized world (it's not 
just a cliché), race hasn't been obscured or overcome, as many 
had hoped, but heightened and magnified — and 
contemporary white consciousness, if we're to use this term, is 
so complicated and bizarre (more on that below) that no 
serious cultural publication should refrain from discussing it." 


The rise (and fall) of Alternative Right 

By year's end, Spencer left the semi-respectability of the 
paleo-conservatives for good, when he announced that he 
was leaving TakiMag to start AlternativeRight.com, “an online 
magazine of radical traditionalism”. Under the financial 
umbrella of British expatriate Peter Brimelow's white 
nationalist VDARE foundation, Alternative Right took to 
repackaging old white nationalist ideas for a new generation. 

Launched on 1 March 2010 with a professional-looking 
design and a long list of columnists, Alternative Right quickly 
became a big success in white nationalist circles. As one 
activist wrote, “| have been glued to the same website for 
hours today: Richard Spencer's new webzine Alternative Right 
... | hope that Alternative Right will attract the brightest 
young conservatives and libertarians and expose them to far 
broader intellectual horizons, including race realism, White 
Nationalism, the European New Right, the Conservative 
Revolution, Traditionalism, neo-paganism, agrarianism, Third 
Positionism, anti-feminism, and right-wing anti-capitalists, 
ecologists, bioregionalists, and small-is-beautiful types.” 

The popularity of the website made Spencer a rising star in 
the movement. When Louis Andrews, the chairman of both 
the white nationalist think-tank, National Policy Institute, and 
a small publishing house, Washington Summit Publishers, took 
ill in 2011, Spencer was tapped to take over both operations. 
Spencer moved both projects to Whitefish, Montana where 
he lives in a $3 million home. 

For about a year, Spencer was trying to do it all. With the 


acquisitions of NPI and WSP, he suddenly found himself at the 
middle of a plethora of projects. Then it all became too much. 
“Over the past, six months, I've reached a point of 
professional crisis. NPI, Radix, AltRight, Washing Summit 
Publishers, Vanguard, additional writings ... Unfinished 
projects pile up. Emails go unanswered. More funds need to 
be raised. My desire to do al/ of these projects is preventing 
me from completing any of them. Something's got to give. 
I've decided it must be AltRight. And today, | am resigning 
from being the editor and main blogger 
AlternativeRight.com," he wrote. 

Trying to assure readers and donors that the sudden 
announcement wouldn't change a thing, Spencer wrote, 
“Don't worry — AlternativeRight.com won't go anywhere. Il 
keep it ‘live’ so long as the Internet still flickers. The articles, 
even the shorter blogs, won't curdle anytime soon, and I'm 
confident that new readers will continue to discover AltRight 
as the years go by.” 

The promise lasted roughly a year and a half. According to 
the current editors of the website, “on Christmas Day [2013], 
we discovered that Richard Spencer, the originator and former 
editor-in-chief of Alternative Right, had fixed the web address 
of alternativeright.com so that it automatically reroutes to his 
new magazine, Radix Journal. This unannounced move 
caught us by surprise.” 

Responding to the uproar when AltRight mysteriously 
vanished, the editors of Radix Journal wrote on their Facebook 
page: “As recently as this autumn, Spencer informed them, 
once again, that it is time to shut down the Alternative Right. 
Therefore, it was not a surprise move by any means, as has 
been insinuated." So, Spencer's insistence to readers that the 
project would live on appears disingenuous, at best. 

AltRight has re-emerged, this time with a UK website 
address. One of the remaining co-editors, Colin Buchan Liddell, 
once wrote an article entitled “Is Black Genocide Right?" 

Even after Spencer abandoned AltRight, the project still 
garnered him significant attention. In May 2013, Spencer 
gained notoriety for the site when it was uncovered that a 
staffer for the conservative Heritage Foundation had written 
two anti-immigrant articles for the site. 


Resurrecting the National Policy Institute 

When Spencer bailed out of the AltRight project in 2012, he 
put forward a vision centred on the projects he'd inherited. 
“My central goal moving forward is to develop The National 
Policy Institute and Washington Summit Publishers into a 
successful thank-tank and book-making firm, both of which 
can harness the energies of our movement, speak forthrightly 
and publicly, and begin articulating an alternative social and 
political vision for traditional Americans, and Europeans 
around the world,” he wrote. 

When Spencer took over Washington Summit Publishers, 
the catalogue consisted primarily of dry tomes by scientific 
racists like Richard Lynn, J. Philippe Rushton and Michael 
Hart, alongside white nationalists like Jared Taylor, Sam 
Francis, and Troy Southgate. 

Spencer brought in new works like Guillaume Faye's Why We 


Fight: Manifesto of Resistance and Sea Changes by Derek 
Turner to sell alongside classic racist publications, like Francis 
Parker Yockey's Imperium, to Fascism Viewed From The Right 
by Julias Evola, to Madison Grant's The Passing of the Great 
Race (complete with a new foreword written by Spencer). 

Several of the new titles in the WSP catalogue come from 
Wermod and Wermod, a small publishing group based in 
Abergele. Founded by Alex Kurtagi€é, Wermod and Wermod's 
catalogue consists of reprints of old works of racist authors 
like Madison Grant and Francis Parker Yockey, and new works 
by authors familiar to readers of Searchlight, including 
Jonathan Bowden and Troy Southgate. 

Born in Spain, raised in South America and the United 
States, but settled in Britain, Kurtagi¢ had previously been 
engaged in the European white power music scene through 
his music label, Supernal Music. As Searchlight noted in “A 
Darker Shade of Black" back in 2008, Supernal carried a slew 
of racist and antisemitic National Socialist Black Metal and 
other white power music CDs. 

Spencer and Kurtagi€ worked closely together on Alternative 
Right, and the two have shared the platform on multiple 
occasions, including the Traditional Britain Group conference. 

The two also worked on a new project together, Radix, “a 
periodical on culture, history, politics, spirituality and society”. 

As Spencer explained in the introductory statement to 
the new venture, “the name ‘Radix’ has already been 
established as an imprint on Washington Summit Publishers. 
While WSP proper focuses on scientific study of man, Radix 
publishes fiction, criticism, and writings on the intersection of 
genetics, culture, and society." Edited by Spencer, the 
first issue of Radix Journal, “The Great Erasure: The 
Reconstruction of White Identity", was dedicated to Jonathan 
Bowden, the former BNP Cultural Office and chairman of the 
New Right who died in March 2012. 

Washington Summit Publishers and Radix gave Spencer 
additional revenue streams, but credibility was to be had from 
the think-tank, the National Policy Institute. 

Founded in 2005 by William Regnery II, a member of a 
wealthy conservative publishing family, and the influential 
white nationalist figure Sam Francis, the National Policy 
Institute's goal was “to elevate the consciousness of whites, 
ensure our biological and cultural continuity, and protect our 
civil rights". NPI published several so-called studies, including: 
“The State of White America — 2007", “The Costs and 
Benefits of Mass Deportation", “Conservatives and Race”, 
“The Wealth and IQ of Nations" and “Uhuru for South 
Africa". Before moving to Montana, it was located in 
Augusta, Georgia. 

Spencer's first big move as executive director of the 
National Policy Institute was to hold a splashy conference in 
Washington DC entitled “Towards a New Nationalism: 
Immigration and the Future of Western Nations” in 
September 2011. He kicked off the conference with a direct 
invocation of Enoch Powell's infamous Rivers of Blood speech. 
Other speakers at the event included white nationalist 
stalwarts like Council of Conservative Citizens leader Sam 
Dickson and Jared Taylor of American Renaissance. At the 
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conference, the National Policy Institute also published a 
pamphlet by Spencer entitled The Majority Strategy — the 
Essential Argument — Why the GOP Must Win White 
America. 

After the re-election of president Obama, however, many 
white nationalists gave up their hopes that Republicans would 
adopt their “White America” strategy. Some, like Spencer, 
gave up on the idea that they could win back America 
altogether and retreated towards enclave-style white 
nationalism. 

At the spring 2013 conference of the other white nationalist 
think-tank, American Renaissance, Spencer took to the 
podium to advocate for “the creation of a White Ethno-State 
on the North American continent". He told the small crowd 
on hand in Tennessee that “We need an ethno-state so that 
our people can ‘come home again’, can live amongst family — 
to put it banally, so that they can feel safe and secure”. To 
create a white homeland, Spencer argued for peaceful ethnic 
cleansing to solve the problem. “Today, in the public 
imagination, ‘ethnic-cleansing’ has been associated with civil 
war and mass murder (understandably so). But this need not 
be the case. 1919 is a real example of successful ethnic 
redistribution — done by fiat, we should remember, but done 
peacefully." He elaborated on his dream, “It is perfectly 
feasible for a white state to be established on the North 
American continent. Action is the easy part.” 

Later that year, in October NPI held its leadership 
conference “After the Fall: The Future of Identity” in 
Washington DC. The event featured Alain De Benoist and 
Roman Bernard from France, Piero San Giorgio from 
Switzerland, Alex Kurtagic from Britain, and John Morgan 
from Hungary, alongside Americans Sam Dickson, Jack 
Donovan, Tom Sunic, Andy Nowicki, and Matt Parrott. 

Just a week before the NPI conference, Spencer flew to 
London to speak alongside Markus Willinger of Generation 


Markus Willinger, Arktos Media author and Motpol activist 
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Identity and others at the Traditional Britain Conference. It 
was, in fact, the second time Spencer spoke to the TBG 
conference, having done so the year before. In 2010, Spencer 
travelled to Bodrum, Turkey to speak at a gathering of the 
Property and Freedom Society. 

While international activism takes up an increasing amount 
of Spencer's time, he has not lost interest in the American 
conservative politics that initially drew him into the 
movement. 

To gain attention by crashing the conservative party, 
Spencer organised the National Policy Institute 
“Unconference” inside the facility of the annual Conservative 
Political Action Conference, in March 2014. Spencer noted 
that “for years, supporters have urged NPI to make an 
appearance at CPAC. This year, we're doing it.” The 
rationale, “people don't really attend CPAC for what happens 
on stage. They go to meet people. And CPAC is a captive 
audience of individuals who self-identify as conservative. 

Our ideas resonate with many of them; and most all of them, 
| would guess, have a gut feeling that something is terribly 
wrong with America.” The group held a gathering at the Old 
Hickory Steakhouse featuring special guest Jared Taylor of 
American Renaissance. Spencer attended the conference 
workshops and did a little recruiting in the halls. 


Back to Europe 
Writing in the first edition of Radix Journal, Spencer put forth 
his vision for moving forward, “one of our most important 
tasks — and one for which Traditionalism could be a great aid — 
is to form a cosmopolitan, that is, pan-European nationalism, 
an identity that stretches beyond ethnicity, tribe, religious 
sectarianism, and the disputes that have, from time to time, 
turned the continent into a slaughter bench.” 

Putting that vision into practice, on 28 April Spencer 
announced that he had scheduled the 2014 National Policy 


Paul Gottfried, a mentor to Spencer 


Institute conference, “Identitarian 
Congress” to be held in Budapest, 
Hungary on 3-4 October. 

Along with NPI, co-sponsors for 
the event include Arktos Media and 
MOTPOL.nu. 

Arktos Media is a “Euro-centric 
publishing house” whose motto is 
“making anti-globalism global”. 
Created in 2010 by John Morgan, an 
American, the publishing house was 
based in India, but now operates out 
of Hungary. Arktos was a principal 
publisher of English translations of 
many of the writings of Identitarian 
European New Right figures, including 
Alain de Benoist, Guillaume Faye and 
Pierre Krebs. It also issued the first 
English translations of Russia's 
Alexander Dugin. Morgan recently 
returned to the United States 
to speak at the twentieth conference 
of American Renaissance where he 
discussed his visit to the Ukraine to 
speak with Euromaidan protesters. 

Motpol (which translates as 
“Antithesis") is a Gothenburg, Sweden- 
based portal for Scandinavian Identitarian 
activists run by Daniel Friberg. Other 
interesting characters listed among 
Motpol’s “Our People” are the American 
paleo-conservative Paul Gottfried (a 
“mentor” to Spencer), Arktos Media's 
John Morgan and Generation Identity 
author Markus Willinger. 

Spencer's emergence and ambitious 
organising agenda may signal a new 
turn for white nationalists and paleo- 
conservatives searching for a new 
strategy. It emerges without the old- 
style white supremacists such as David 
Duke and Don Black, and may bring a 
certain brand of success for those 
long-starved for it. But an ambitious 
organising strategy in Europe is no 
substitute for winning the hearts and 
minds of American bigots. And 
international cooperation by opposing 
forces, such as Searchlight and IREHR, 
may give them the kind of exposure 
they don't want. 


Devin Burghart is vice president 
of the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights 
(www. irehr.org). 
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IDENTITARIAN CONGRESS 


THE NATIONAL POLICY INSTITUTE is proud to announce its 2014 conference: 


THE IDENTITARIAN CONGRESS 
Budapest, Hungary 
October 3-5, 2014 


Our partners and co-hosts will be MOTPOL.nu and ARKTOS MEDIA. 


Our event will be an exceptional opportunity to experience one of the jewels of 
Central Europe and build ties with European nationalists and traditionalists. 


More information about the location, speakers, and related events will be released in 
the coming days. 


We hope you join us! 


f Lon 


Richard Spencer 
President 
The National Policy Institute 
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Talent Versus Fame: 
Faceless Genius in the 21st Century 


By London Writing Team, Kathryn Cave and Nick Madden www.kathrynandnick.com 

In today's disposable world, fame — unfortunately — trumps talent and artistic endeavour. 

In fact, art's been taking one hell of a beating for the past twenty years. In this series of 
interviews for Searchlight, Kathryn and Nick meet a range of truly talented artists who have 

set the bar for creative excellence. You may not have seen them being sick in the gutter outside 
Whisky Mist ... but these folks still have the best stories to tell by far. 
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“| NEVER WANTED to be famous," 
says the songwriter, comfortably seated 
at the far side of his lovely Shropshire 
living room. “| wanted the songs to be 
famous [of course]. My dream was to 
be able to sit somewhere in a pub and 
hear someone put one of my songs on 
the jukebox, and not know that | was 
there and | was the guy that had written 
them, and that it was number one." 

Harvey Andrews is an extremely 
talented lyricist, tells genuinely human 
stories about blind great aunts and 
underdogs and is extremely self- 
deprecating. In fact, he has had a 50- 
year touring career, yet still, few people 
have heard of him. It seems something 
is awry with this: he embodies all those 
admirable qualities that ought to get 
applauded ... but rarely do. 


Andrews was born in Birmingham in 
1943 and began gigging in 1964. 
Through the decades he has straddled 
unfathomable controversies, achieved 
limited chart success and earned lifetime 
fan devotion. He played a part in the 
British folk revival, supported massive 
acts like Focus and The Kinks. Some of 
his songs, such as ‘Margarita’, sound 
like they ought to be ridiculously well 
known, but for whatever reason, they 
just aren't. 

In a lot of ways this all seems 
incredibly arbitrary, ‘Margarita’ 
especially has everything that should 
make for a slow burn, folk hit: the voice 
is clean, the melody is haunting and the 
story, as always, is intensely human. It 
tells the tale of Andrews’ great aunt, 
Annie Pearce, who lost her love in 
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World War I, and as she aged and 
gradually went blind the photo of her 
dead fiancé faded to nothing in the 
intense sunlight on the wall. Nobody 
told her, so even eight year-old Harvey 
knew he must say the man looked the 
same whenever she asked: yes, he was 
tall, young, smiling. 

Poignant and pertinent; this could be 
an anthem for this World War | 
centenary. It shows the boys who had 
no idea what was about to hit them on 
the Somme. It paints the girls who were 
left behind with nobody to marry, and 
highlights a world that changed 
irrevocably ... providing a small 
haunting slice of time, which illuminates 
a far bigger picture. 

“What interests me is the victims,” 
explains Andrews. And this is the nub 


Harvey Andrews 
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of his philosophy; a vein which travels 
through half a century of extremely 
varied material. “It's never been about 
the money." 


Courting controversy thanks to 
right-wing idiocy (not his) 

One of Harvey's best known albums, 
1972s Writer of Songs, contains the song 
‘Hey Sandy’, telling of the infamous Kent 
State University shootings by the Ohio 
National Guard two years previously. 
However, despite the obvious 
connotations of this song and others on 
the album, one song, ‘Soldier’, has 
garnered more attention than any other, 
for all the wrong reasons, and was — and 
still is - misappropriated by right-wingers 
who clearly haven't listened to the lyrics. 
Andrews is absolutely baffled by all this. 
He was simply doing what he had 
always done, telling the human story 
behind the hype: 

“Let me tell you about this guy that | 
knew back then, a working class lad 
who wanted to get on and the army 
said ‘come on son, we'll give you a 
trade, you know, we'll give you some 
training. Just sign on for three or four 
years and then you can go into civvi 
street and you'll be a plumber or - 
whatever — we'll give you a trade’. 

“So suddenly this war starts in Ireland 
and this guy was a victim of this. He 
didn't want to be there. | say he didn't 
want to be there in the song. [The 
song] was based on an incident where 
Sgt Willetts got blown up clearing a 
station of people. He got the children 
and a mother and father out and then 


stood in the doorway and the bomb 
had gone off [but] when he was carried 
out there were people outside who 
jeered and clapped and spat on him. 

“[But] | didn't understand the depth 
of bigotry and hatred in the world until 
the Northern Ireland situation came 
about, and that was a terrible thing to 
discover — how awful and terrible 
bigotry was. We hadn't got rid of it 
when we got rid of the Nazis and we 
liberated Buchenwald. These people 
were just the same, only they were 
planting bombs in pubs in Birmingham. 
They were just the same. They'd got 
their faith. They were killing for it. 

“You see, the problem is people who 
have got beliefs, whether it be political 
beliefs, religious beliefs, whatever. They 
put themselves in a box and they cut 
out their peripheral vision — totally and 
they stop thinking. They have a book. 
Whether it's Karl Marx, whether it's 
Mao, whether it's Hitler, whether it’s 
Mohammed, whether it's Jesus — they 
have a book, and what the book says. 
Only life isn't like that. Life isn't that 
simple. Life isn't that easy. Life is 
incredibly complicated. God save us 
from people who've got books — they 
always end up bringing blood. 

“I've only ever been interested in the 
victim because | see everybody as 
victims of people with the books or the 
power. The book leads to power. You 
know it doesn't matter who gets there. 
They're all the same. Whether it's what 
you call your left or your right or 
whatever religion, they're the same 
people. They want the power." 


SUPPORT THE ARTIST 


Harvey Andrews: songwriter 

& storyteller 

To some, Andrews’ work may feel 
disjointed. The tunes and styles of 
delivery feel different through the 
decades, yet the linking factor is always 
the human story and character driven 
narrative. “I've written songs about 
how we live our lives, because that's 
what folk music was about. Folk music 
wasn't just about love songs. It was 
songs about: this is how we live our 
lives. This is how it is.” 

Despite officially retiring in 2007, 
Andrews still does the odd charity 
performance and everything remains 
pretty much as before: “[My latest gig 
was lovely.] About 85% of the audience 
didn't know me from Adam which | 
love because | know what I'm going to 
do is going to work brilliantly because 
they've taken a punt and they're sitting 
there thinking | never heard of this guy, 
why am | here? 

[People are thinking] | could be at 
home watching TV, [oh well] | suppose 
because it's for charity. And then this 
old guy — who's bald — comes on with a 
guitar and [they think] oh f*** me no. 

“And then you do what you do — the 
one thing you can do. You can't put a 
screw in wood straight. You can't put a 
shelf up. You can't do anything with a 
car. You don't even own a mobile phone. 
But you can do one thing: | can play a 
guitar, I've got a voice — here it is — and 
here's a song that will mean something 
to you if you listen to the words. And it 
finishes and you hear an audible sigh. Ah 
— | love that moment ..." 


Harvey Andrews has recorded 16 albums, on a range of record labels, over the 
last 50 years. Most are available to buy directly from his website www.harveyandrews.com, 
including his latest album, Encore and his new greatest hits album, Life! 


Gigs 
Despite having retired in 2007, Harvey is performing a limited number of his ‘Glad To Be Grey’ 
concerts in aid of charity this year. This June he will be playing in Stafford and Alrewas. Check 
his website www.harveyandrews.com for details on how to book. 
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By Dr Mark Pitchford 


THERE ARE A number of reasons for the 
failure of fascist groups after the Second 
World War. Obviously, association with 
antisemitism and genocide ensured fascism's 
pariah status amongst the electorate. 
Additionally, the presence of mainstream 
parties willing to occupy the political space 
of fascist groups limits severely any fascist 
party. Witness, for example, how Britain's 
mainstream parties have shifted their 
position on immigration and asylum when 
they have deemed it necessary to do so. 
Yet, fascism is apparently a persistent 
political phenomenon. Throughout the 
post-war period, fascist groups have 
continuously emerged throughout Europe, 
and elsewhere. Indeed, the recent milieu 
has proved fertile ground, with fascist 
groups such as Golden Dawn in Greece and 
the Front National in France achieving 
electoral success. 

It is unsurprising, therefore, that 
academics’ interest in fascism continues. 
However, determining which group or 
individual is ‘fascist’ has proved difficult 
because reaching a consensus on the 


Fascist symbol in Mussolini's personal flag. The axe and rods bound together was the symbol of the magistrates’ 


power during the Roman republic and empire periods 
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definition of fascism proved elusive. There 
are a number of reasons for this. 
Association with the atrocities of the Second 
World War meant that post-1945 fascist 
groups eschewed the word ‘fascist’ for their 
party name and description, which makes 
their identification harder. Fascist ideology 
lacks the coherence found in other 
ideologies such as liberalism and socialism, 
instead espousing seemingly contradictory 
policies from the left and right of the 
political spectrum. Moreover, fascism's 
failure, and its followers’ adherence to the 
‘fuhrer principle’, results in frequent 
leadership challenges, which undermines 
their unity and makes it arguably the most 
fissiparous phenomenon in politics. 

These difficulties have not deterred 
academics from searching for a definition of 
the term ‘fascist’ (7). For some, fascism is an 
epochal-limited movement best understood 
within the confines of the interwar period. 
Others view it as an anti-modern 
phenomenon born out of antagonism 
towards a modern society by individuals 
who perceive it as decadent. Classical 


Marxists, of course, see fascism as the last 
stage of monopoly capitalism, the attempt 
by big business to crush organised labour 
before the inevitable workers’ revolution. 
For many, fascism is an anti-modern 
phenomenon born out of antagonism 
towards a decadent modernity that has 
resulted in a society that has abandoned 
traditional values and mores. Reaching 
agreement on the characteristics shared by 
all fascist groups and individuals, the so- 
called ‘fascist minimum’, understandably 
given the difficulties, proved impossible. 

Non-academics have a simple solution 
the problem of identifying fascism. Many 
admit the difficulty of defining it, but argue 
they ‘know what it is when they see it’. 
This vagueness allows groups and 
individuals to deny that they are fascist, 
which in some cases they further obscure 
by pointing to other parts of their identity 
that lend them respectability, such as their 
employment as a doctor, lawyer, teacher or 
priest. Being a priest, of course, has the 
added advantage of a legitimising 
benevolence due to their sacrifice of 
personal, material fulfilment for the greater 
good of society. In short, it allows the cleric 
to hide behind the implicit assumption that 
no man of faith could possibly be a fascist. 
Recent research, however, provides the tool 
for academics and non-academics alike to 
see through this holy mirage. 

Using ‘culture’ as a conceptual tool has 
allowed academics to identify the fascist 
minimum as palingenesis, an admiration 
for a previous golden age that the devotee 
wishes to recreate in modern guise. For 
Mussolini, this golden age was Imperial 
Rome, whereas Himmler sought to 
recreate the perfection that was Germany 
under Henry the Fowler. For the National 
Front's founder A. K. Chesterton, it was 
the era before the Glorious Revolution, an 
era when absolutist monarchy and Catholic 
dominance were still possible. The BNP's 
Nick Griffin also suffers from palingenesis, 
only in his case it is the height of British 
Empire, a time of English folk, morris 
dancing and Kipling's poetry, and of course 
when uppity blacks stayed in 
their own countries ruled by the British. 


Admittedly, there is not universal 
agreement within academia that 
palingenesis is the fascist minimum. 
However, disagreement is a normal feature 
of academia, and there is probably more 
agreement over the utility of palingenesis 
as a conceptual tool that enables the 
identification of individuals and groups as 
fascists. It has informed the debate on 
‘clerico-fascism’, an interesting 
phenomenon due to the recurring 
attraction of fascism to some clerics, 
particularly Catholic priests (2). It has also 
helped explain the actions of ‘The 
Mission’, the dissident group Searchlight 
highlighted attempting to takeover the 
traditional Catholic Society of Saint Pius X 
(SSPX), and goes some way to explaining 
why fascists are attracted to traditional 
Catholic groups such as the SSPX (3). 

There is a long tradition of Catholic 
priests supporting fascist groups. In the 
interwar period, a section of the Partito 


Fr Oscar Albeiro Ortiz, convicted last year of organising 
a far-right militia in Columbia 


LIBERTAS 


Symbol of the Partito Popolare Italiano, a Christian 


democratic party founded in 1919 by a Sicilian Catholic priest 


Popolare Italiano supported Mussolini (4). 
Similar examples of Catholic priests 
supporting fascists are found in Romania, 
Vichy France, Croatia, Serbia, Portugal, 
Belgium, Austria and, perhaps the best 
known example, Franco's Spain. After the 
war, Catholic priests have been less open 
about their sympathies, for obvious reasons, 
limiting their actions to sheltering fascist 
war criminals from justice or officiating at 
their funerals — but not always. In February 
2014, Columbian authorities announced the 
capture of the fugitive priest Fr Oscar 
Albeiro Ortiz, who had organised the far 


right paramilitary unit responsible for 
‘more than 70% of the killings’ in 
Columbia's longstanding civil war (5). 
Using palingenesis as a conceptual tool 
allows us to see Bishop Richard Williamson 
and some of his followers in this category 
of Catholic sympathisers of fascism. 

This is not to say that Williamson, or his 
followers, advocate, justify or condone the 
actions of people like Fr Ortiz. Despite the 
connection between Williamson's 
supporters and Roberto Fiore, one of the 
far right militants for whom the Italian 
authorities issued an arrest warrant in 


Fascist palingenetic symbolism: an Italian fascist soldier looks up to a Roman soldier 
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connection with the 1980 Bologna Massacre in 
which 85 people died, the Bishop has not made 
any comments even implying support for such 
actions. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that all of these priests and 
their followers share a belief in a previous golden age 
that they would like to recreate. For the interwar 
clerical fascists, it was the era before liberalism, 
democracy and science loosened the Catholic 
Church's grip on people, which resulted in Pope Pius 
IX's encyclical Syllabus Errorum condemning 
modernity. For people like Bishop Williamson, the 
golden age existed before the Second Vatican 
Council (1962-65) introduced vernacular masses and, 
in an increased ecumenical spirit, accepted that 
applying the ‘blood libel’ to all Jews was wrong, and 
approved the document Nostra Aetate denouncing 
‘displays of anti-Semitism, directed against Jews at 
any time and by anyone’ (6). Williamson's Holocaust 
denial, with which regular Searchlight readers are 
familiar, places him and any of his followers firmly 
within the palingenetic mould. 


1. Cf. K. Passmore, Fascism: A Very Short 
Introduction, OUP, Oxford (2002), for an 
examination of the debate on the nature of fascism. 


2. Cf. R. Griffin, “The Holy Storm’: ‘Clerical fascism’ 
through the Lens of Modernism", Totalitarian 
Movements and Political Religions, Vol. 8, 2 
(2007), pp. 213-227. 


3. See recent editions for coverage of this attempt. 


4. R. Eatwell, ‘Reflections on Fascism and Religion’, 
Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions, 
Special Issue on Religious Fundamentalism and 
Political Extremism, Vol. 4, 3 (2003). 


5. ‘Catholic priest who ran right-wing death squad 
arrested in Columbia’, The Guardian, Saturday 1 
February 2014. 


6. Nostra Aetate, ‘Declaration on the Relation of the 


Church to Non-Christian Religions’, proclaimed by 
His Holiness Pope Paul VI, 28 October 1965. 


SS chief Heinrich Himmler lays a wreath at the grave of Henry the 
Fowler to commemorate the 1,000th anniversary of his death. 
Henry the Fowler is generally considered to be the founder and 
first king of the medieval German state 
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Pearce 


By Gerry Gable 


ON SATURDAY 24 MAY JOSEPH PEARCE spoke, alongside 
several eminent Catholic theologians, at a day-long 
conference of the Latin Mass Society. The theme of the 
conference was “The Traditional Liturgy and 
Evangelisation”. Pearce is rather different from the highly 
respected other speakers, who included Thomas Pink, a 
professor of philosophy at King's College London, and 
Bishop Athanasius Schneider, an inspirational lecturer and 
author. 

The Latin Mass Society is dedicated to promoting the 
traditional Latin Mass in the Catholic church, the associated 
teachings, practices and musical tradition, and the Latin 
language. Use of the traditional Mass was approved by 
Pope Benedict XVI and all priests may celebrate it freely: 
doing so is in no way a dissident act. 

Pearce has held a series of academic posts in the USA 
since 2001 and is the author of several books on Catholic 
and other writers and thinkers, including Tolkien, G K 
Chesterton and Hilaire Belloc. But among observers of the 
fascist scene in Britain he is better known as Joe Pearce, 
former editor of the notorious Young National Front hate 
sheet Bulldog, for which he served a prison term. 

It was during a second prison sentence for race hate 
crimes that Pearce found redemption and started to reject 
fascist politics, if one believes the claims in his 
autobiography. 


(left to right) Joe Pearce in the early 1980s when he was the Young National Front 
organiser; Richard Lawson, NF national student organiser and founder of |ONA; Nick 
Griffin, then on the NF Executive, now leader of the BNP; Steven John Brady, NF and 
Ulster loyalist terror contact 


sist thug to aca 


emic: 


Joseph Pearce recast as academic and author 


Over the past 50 or so years, | have met several people 
who have turned away from fascism, Nazism and racism 
and started a new and better life. Pearce is not one of 
them. 

Searchlight has published many articles about Pearce over 
the years, in particular a comprehensive investigation in our 
February 2003 issue, which we reproduce here, as some of 
the matters raised in it remain of concern today. 

We are still keen to know the nature of Pearce's 
relationship with the disgraced police officer Jim Capes, 
who served in the Metropolitan Police Diplomatic 
Protection Squad and was sacked after being tailed by 
police officers to a meeting with the young Joe Pearce, 
whose extremist politics he shared. The package of 
documents Capes handed to Pearce was destined for the 
Libyan People Bureau in London in the period before the 
cold-blooded murder of WPC Yvonne Fletcher, gunned 
down by an assassin firing from inside the People's Bureau 
into a crowd of anti-Gaddafi demonstrators. In a diplomatic 
deal the killer was allowed to leave the UK with the rest of 
the Bureau's staff when they were expelled. Capes was 
never charged over his treasonable actions, but sacked 
without having to answer to anybody in the police service 
or Home Office other than the then Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police. 

During his first term of imprisonment Pearce was assisted 
by a prison officer to smuggle out articles he was writing 
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for Bulldog, which published lists of targets including a 
Northern Ireland journalist who survived being shot on 
his doorstep after his name appeared. They also 
published lists of people they termed prisoners of war. 
Searchlight exposed the corrupt deal with the prison 
officer. 

The second time he went to prison he was encouraged 
to seek a place in the Catholic Church. Then almost 
beyond belief some years after he left prison he was 
allowed to enter the USA, despite its normally strict visa 
conditions where convicted criminals are concerned. 
Presumably he was sponsored by Thomas Monaghan, the 
billionaire former owner of the Domino's Pizza chain and 
sponsor of violent far-right causes in Latin America, who 
financed Ave Maria College, where Pearce became writer 
in residence in 2001 and later a lecturer. But even so, how 
did a man with Pearce's criminal record and fascist politics 
get a green card giving him permanent residence? Did 
someone in the US Immigration Service fix it for him? 

That raises another important question, namely why 
was Pearce given such a big helping hand. Perhaps he 
knew too much about one of his extreme-right contacts 
who was working in the baggage section at Heathrow 
airport at the time of the aircraft bombing over Lockerbie. 

We know that leading British fascists including Nick 
Griffin see Pearce when he visits the UK. These include 
some of the people who are active in the ultra-right 
“Mission”, the group that tried and failed to gain control 
of the Society of S Pius X. Over the past 18 months 
Searchlight has published several reports on what is now 
the Mission, at the heart of which are the Holocaust- 
denying Bishop Richard Williamson, and Roberto Fiore, 
the far-right Italian convicted terrorist. 

Searchlight would be interested in speaking to anyone 
who can add to the material we have published about 
Pearce and those exposed in our investigative articles on 
SSPX and the Mission. Some of Searchlight's articles on 
the Mission are on our website; contact us for details of 
others. 
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By Gerry Gable 


This and the following three articles were first published in the February 2003 issue of Searchlight 


JOE PEARCE grew up in east London during the 1970s heyday 
of the National Front. By the time he was 14, the scowling 
long-haired kid was leading fascist protests outside local 
schools. 

As the young Turks of the NF came under the influence of 
Roberto Fiore's on-the-run Italian terrorists he joined their 
ranks. Soon he was rubbing shoulders with those in the 
movement who had attended Cambridge and other 
universities. Joe was a fast learner. Not only could he don his 
bowver boots and do battle on the streets, he also helped 
establish Rock Against Communism, which went on to 
become the international nazi hate music movement. He could 
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write and organise. 

Soon his name was appearing regularly in the changing NF's 
polemical and cultural publication, Nationalism Today, which 
for a period he edited. 

He gained notoriety as editor of the hate sheet Bul/dog, with 
its praise for football hooligans, its “League of Louts” and its 
illegal hit lists of potential victims ranging from judges and 
teachers to unfortunate Ulster journalists such as Jim 
Campbell, who was nearly fatally wounded by loyalist gunmen 
after his name appeared. 

By 1983 the authorities had had enough of Pearce's antics. 
He was jailed, only to find kindred spirits among the warders 


at Chelmsford prison, where he worked with a racist killer to 
produce material that was smuggled out so that Bulldog could 
continue. On his release he lost no time in getting involved in 
the NF's Instant Response Unit, set up to attack the fascists’ 
opponents whenever the opportunity arose. In this enterprise 
he worked with some of the heavies surrounding lan Stuart 
Donaldson, the late leader of the nazi band, Skrewdriver. 

As the new forces within the NF fought a bitter ideological 
turf war, Pearce remained constant in his writings and activities 
in supporting distributism. In this Pearce was being heavily 
influenced by right-wing Catholic ideas, although he had not 
yet become a Catholic and admits that at that time he had 
close links with loyalist paramilitaries in Northern Ireland. They 
included the arch thug Johnny “Mad Dog" Adair, who 
attended a nazi gig at the family home of Nick Griffin, now the 
leader of the British National Party, and marched with Pearce 
in Ulster. 

Pearce was soon back behind bars and this time he had to 
be placed in protective custody as both warders and prisoners 
were hostile to him. When the slogan “Free Joe Pearce” 
appeared in Bethnal Green, some local joker turned it into “A 
Free Joe Pearce with every packet of Nazipops”. 

Pearce says that by 1985 he had become disillusioned with 
the politics of hate. However his actions do not exactly 
support that claim. 

In February 1987 he stood as an NF candidate in a by- 
election in Greenwich. In April 1987 he wrote Skrewdriver: 
The First Ten Years: The Way It's Got To Be! He had been in 
prison with lan Stuart and the book's closing remarks show not 
the slightest remorse for his politics of hate. “For my part I've 
enjoyed the small role | played in Skrewdriver — The First Ten 
Years. But, far more importantly, | shall be proud and 
honoured to play my part in Skrewdriver — The Next Ten 
Years!" 

As he moved between the growing madness of the NF 
Political Soldiers, with their links to backers of terrorism and 
racial extremists of all hues, and lan Anderson's more 
traditional NF, sinister forces were at work in his life. He 
developed a strong association with a serving police officer, 
Jim Capes, who was sacked for causing a major security scare 
when he handed over details of senior police officers’ home 
addresses and telephone numbers to the fascists. And, just a 
brief time before WPC Yvonne Fletcher was gunned down 
outside the Libyan People's Bureau offices in London, Pearce 
had been inside trying to negotiate with Colonel Gadaffi's 
officials. 

At this point Pearce appears to have moved away from high 
profile far-right politics and took off for Norfolk with his hard 
man fascist friend Roger Denny. They had plans to set up a 
business buying and renovating country cottages. In giving up 


his old life Pearce has airbrushed out his young wife and two 
children, whom he seems no longer to acknowledge in 
interviews with Catholic journalists. 

Pearce came under the wing of Aidan Mackey, a long-time 
Catholic traditionalist, vice chair of the NF and personal friend 
of A K Chesterton, the NF's first leader. It was Mackey who 
brought Pearce to the Catholic Church. 

Gossip around the far right when Pearce appeared in the 
mid-1990s for the first time as an author and Catholic 
academic is that he got his first marriage annulled by 
convincing the Church hierarchy, with no little help from his 
well placed friends, that he wanted to enter the priesthood. 

By this time he was a visiting tutor at Brasenose College, 
Oxford, while working for a Catholic book distributor and 
publisher that was closely linked to the G K Chesterton Society 
and other outfits pushing Hilaire Belloc's antisemitic ideas. This 
circle, and the Distributist League in which Mackey was a key 
player, became the launch pad to Pearce's new life in the USA. 

Between 1996 and 2003 Pearce wrote 11 books and 
numerous articles, given dozens of lectures around the world 
and appeared on television and radio. In September 2001 he 
became writer in residence at Ave Maria College in Michigan, 
a Catholic college financed by Thomas Monaghan, the 
billionaire former owner of the Domino's Pizza chain. 

Soon afterwards he became a co-editor of the college 
journal, St Austin's Review. By 2002 he was on the 
International Advisory Board of Chavanges International 
Catholic Boys’ College in France ... and so onwards and 
upwards. 

Nobody appears ever to have given Pearce a hard time in an 
interview. His carefully orchestrated chats with Catholic 
journalists representing the church's more traditional views 
have let him off the hook. Yet it is clear that the traditional 
antisemitism he embraced as a youth has not left him. In one 
such interview he defended G K Chesterton saying he “loved 
Jews as individuals. If he had any hostility for Judaism, it was 
as a concept.” 

Last month Pearce was due to give a lecture entitled “From 
Skinhead to Scholar”. Whatever he said there should be taken 
with a large dose of scepticism. Our photographs of Pearce in 
his earlier incarnation never show him as a skinhead. 

Still, with a new wife and a place in the sun as Ave Maria 
College moves lock, stock and fascist to the smartest part of 
Florida, one can only wonder if Pearce ever thinks about his 
children and former wife and those pretty NF girls in Leeds in 
the good old days. 

He must have some influential friends in the US because it is 
beyond us how a man with two hate crime convictions could 
not only enter the country but be appointed to an academic 
post there. 


From convict to convert 


JOE PEARCE'S literary transformation into ‘Joseph Pearce’ 


“Once all non-whites have been returned to their lands of ethnic origin, and once a mono-racial society is re-established, the 
British worker will be able to fight for all the other freedoms which he is presently denied.” — Joe Pearce, The Fight for Freedom, 


1983 


“lan Stuart Donaldson is G K Chesterton in Doc Marten boots.” — Joe Pearce, Skrewdriver — The First Ten Years, 1987, 
describing the late unlamented nazi skinhead leader lan Stuart Donaldson 


Joe Pearce's first literary efforts were not quite in the same league as those of his later incarnation as “Joseph” Pearce, writes 
Alex Jordan. The two publications listed above were pamphlets produced by the National Front which were full of the same 
gutter racism that filled the pages of Bulldog, the Young NF rag that Pearce edited and whose violent racist content led to the 
first of his two prison sentences in 1982. These writings seem a long way from the literary biographies that he has published in 
recent years with a number of major mainstream publishers but the purpose of this article is to trace the elements of continuity in 
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Pearce's writings which raise concern. 

According to a recent interview with Pearce, in the 1980s he 
“had views about blacks and Jews which were far from 
Christian" and it was reading G K Chesterton and Hilaire 
Belloc while in prison that led him to be interested in 
Catholicism and to question his fascist beliefs. He claims that 
he dropped out of politics altogether in the 1980s and was 
received into the Catholic Church in 1989. He then spent eight 
years working at a book wholesaler and researching his 
Chesterton biography with the former NF member Aidan 
Mackey of the G K Chesterton Study Centre. 

Pearce's first mainstream book was his biography of G K 
Chesterton published in 1996. His latest is a biography of 
Hilaire Belloc published in hardback last year. He has now 
written or edited 12 books including biographies of the 
Franco-supporting poet Roy Campbell, the Russian exile 
Solzhenitsyn, Oscar Wilde and Tolkien, a work on literary 
converts to Catholicism and a novel. He is also the co-editor of 
The St Austin Review, a Christian journal. It is clear that Pearce 
has chosen these subjects because of their links to Catholicism 
and in each of the biographies this is the facet of his subject's 
life that he emphasises. However some of these writers are not 
entirely uncontroversial figures and there has been some 
criticism that Pearce has deliberately skated over some of the 
more unsavoury aspects of their writing — especially their 
antisemitism. 

G K Chesterton (1874-1936) and Hilaire Belloc (1870-1953) 
were writers who deliberately tried to be provocative, 
awkward and contradictory in their essays, poems and novels 
and it is difficult to pin either of them down to one consistent 
political position. However, Chesterton (now best known for 
his Father Brown detective stories) and Belloc (now best 
known, if at all, for his comic verse) were also the leading 
figures in the development of distributism and both have been 
accused of antisemitism. Although both men condemned the 
Nazis’ persecution of the Jews, they shared a dislike of Judaism 
and Jewish culture which often manifested itself in unpleasant 


TOLKIEN'S LORD OF THE RINGS was voted book of the 
century by readers and is currently undergoing a huge revival 
on the back of the acclaimed film trilogy. Joseph Pearce has 
received wide publicity in the US on the back of his biography 
of the writer and several other books on him. While Pearce 
views Tolkien rather one-sidedly through the lens of his own 
Catholic ideology, there have been numerous attempts by the 
far right to claim Tolkien as one of their own. Many fascists 
live in a fantasy world at the best of times and like the Nazis 
are often drawn to medieval imagery, notions of sacrifice and 
comradeship and mythical ideas of a lost golden age. However 
these opportunistic attempts to hijack the Lord of the Rings for 
racist and fascist purposes are entirely (and appropriately) 
fantasy. 

The Lord of the Rings is a complex work which can be read 
and enjoyed on many levels and like most great books it is 
resistant to any single interpretive framework. This has not 
stopped the bigots on the right from trying for some years. In 
1984 the National Front's New Dawn published an article by 
Paul Comben entitled To/kien — Ring-bearer for Racial 
Nationalism which claimed, “Any NF member reading 
Tolkien's major works could not fail to see their racial 
message”. This provoked a stinging response in Searchlight 
(August 1985) from the then Chairman of The Tolkien Society, 
Brin Dunsire, who stated, “As far as | can see his [Comben's] 
main argument is selective, inconsistent and fallacious and 


24 | Searchlight | Summer 2014 


and injudicious antisemitic remarks. Belloc, in particular, often 
let his rants about international finance lapse into nasty 
antisemitism and, as the lawyer and writer Anthony Julius has 
stated, he was “[t]he last English intellectual who tried to 
develop a hostile theory of the Jews”. 

Pearce is keen to defend both writers from charges of 
antisemitism in his biographies and this has attracted criticism 
from reviewers. The Sunday Telegraph's reviewer stated of the 
Chesterton biography, “There are sins of omission and he does 
sanitise Chesterton on anti-Semitism. He wants to put the best 
interpretation on it. It's not obnoxious though, nor is it a very 
good book." Similarly, Hywel Williams wrote of the Belloc 
biography in The Guardian that “In this largely uncritical work, 
Joseph Pearce skates over the question of Belloc's anti- 
Semitism, the central disfiguring fact of his oeuvre ....[H]e 
really did see international ‘Jewry’ as a rootless cosmopolitan 
force." 

Pearce obviously idolises both of the writers and may just be 
trying to present fellow Catholics in the best possible light. 
Pearce's readers might think, in fairness to him, that he has 
also written about a number of other writers where such issues 
are irrelevant. In fact closer examination reveals this is not 
entirely the case. Bloomsbury and Beyond: The Friends and 
Enemies of Roy Campbell and a more recent book, 
Solzhenitsyn: A Soul in Exile, on the Russian writer who was 
also an antisemite, reviewed in two lengthy articles in the 
fascist magazine Spearhead, further demonstrate Pearce's 
political as well as religious approach. Given Pearce's 
background as a leading member of an antisemitic fascist 
group, omissions such as in the Chesterton and Belloc 
biographies are bound to cause concern. Pearce claims that his 
conversion is total but until Searchlight is convinced that he 
wholeheartedly condemns all forms of racism, bigotry and 
antisemitism and that he has no ongoing contact with his 
former fascist friends, it would seem legitimate to question 
whether his conversion has been as absolute as he would have 
us believe? 


One ring to fool them all 


therefore typical of one with propaganda in mind". Mr 
Dunsire also pointed out that Tolkien had a well-established 
record of anti-racism as can be seen in his letters and his 
opposition to apartheid. Paul Nash's claims in a review in 
Nationalism Today in the 1980s that the book's ecological 
message tallied with the National Front's can also be seen as 
ludicrous. 

The Young BNP website also claimed that Lord of the Rings 
was “a must-have book for all BNP supporters”. David 
Doughan, a Tolkien Society member, rightly took this view to 
task in an article in The Sunday Times last year quoting fantasy 
writer Ursula Le Guin's perceptive comment, “No ideologues 
are going to be happy with Tolkien unless they manage it by 
misreading him". 

More recently, there have been articles by Stephen Goodson 
and Gareth Hurley in Spearhead (the latter is so on top of the 
material that he misspells the author's name as Tolkein 
throughout the piece) which try and claim that the rings of the 
book are a metaphor for “usury” because Tolkien apparently 
read some copies of the racist publication Candour. In 
response to this, the final word should go to Tolkien himself. 
When asked to prove his “Aryan” heritage by a German 
publisher in the 1930s he replied, “I have many Jewish friends 
and should regret giving any colour to the notion that | 
subscribe to the wholly pernicious and unscientific race- 
doctrine”. 


istributism 


DISTRIBUTISM (also known as distributivism) is the 
name given to a political and economic theory which 
emerged, from a variety of sources, at the end of the 
nineteenth century and which has since been adopted 
by a number of political and religious organisations 
including some on the far right. The idea was first 
properly expounded by Hilaire Belloc in several 
publications including The Servile State (1912) and The 
Restoration of Property (1930). G K Chesterton 
expressed similar ideas in his G.K Weekly magazine and 
other works such as The Outline of Sanity (1928). 

Distributism offers a “third way” alternative to 
capitalism and socialism. It advocates a wider 
distribution of individual personal property, believing 
that each person is entitled to their own house, “a few 
acres and a cow”. It is in favour of individualism, the 
family, tradition, small business and a decentralised 
economy, and opposed to the state, collectivism, trade 
unions and corporations (both public and private). 
Distributists are keen supporters of self-sufficiency, 
agrarian or “back to the land" ideas and distrust 
technology. The belief in the primacy of private property 
leads to a strong dislike of banks, building societies and 
other organisations which lend money to buy property. 
“Usury” is therefore condemned vociferously and this 
can spill over into the familiar stereotypical and 
conspiratorial antisemitism that “the Jews are controlling 
the banks and money”. 

In practice, the idea is that a group of “new peasant” 
families could reclaim land and establish small farming 
and crafts-based communities which trade with each 
other and could avoid the dangers of “corrupt” and 
“decadent” modern society. The inspiration for this is 
the mediaeval guild system which predated the 
industrial revolution and the birth of modern capitalism. 
This has also influenced a number of attempts by far- 
right and racist groups to establish their own “racially 
pure” communities. 

Because of the Catholic beliefs of Belloc and 
Chesterton, distributism has been a persistent strand 
within Catholicism and some trace its origins back to a 
papal edict of 1891. The Distributist League was 
launched with G K Chesterton as its chairman in 1926 
and began to spread the distributist message with fairly 
limited success. A number of small circulation 
Chesterton-inspired newsletters kept the faith alive after 
this, including Aidan Mackey's The Distributist, established 
in the late 1950s, and The Liverpool Newsletter, started 
in 1960 and now edited by Anthony Cooney. 


Distributism is taken up by the far right 

Mackey, a staunch Catholic, was a leading member of 
the reactionary, racist and imperialist League of Empire 
Loyalists, which was established by A K Chesterton (G 
K's cousin) in 1954. Both men later joined the National 
Front at its inception in 1967. Mackey was on the NF's 


directorate while Chesterton was its first chairman 
before they both left in the early 1970s. Mackey later 
established the G K Chesterton Study Centre and is 
fulsomely thanked in Joseph Pearce's biography of the 
writer. 

Although distributist ideals were still influential within 
sections of Catholicism, it was actually the young 
upstarts in the 1980s National Front who really tried to 
bring the distributist ideology in from the wilderness. 
During the various power struggles within the 1980s NF, 
Pearce, the current BNP leader Nick Griffin, Derek 
Holland, Patrick Harrington and others used the 
magazine Nationalism Today as a vehicle to present 
their new “radical” nationalism. Their new variant of 
fascism also tried to co-opt a number of marginal 
English traditions including distributism. 

Nationalism Today explained the NF's new economic 
policy in distributist terms, sold Chesterton's and Belloc's 
work and interviewed right-wing Catholic priests. In one 
article Griffin and Pearce spelled out the NF's version of 
the creed, “The NF believes that millions more of our 
people should return to the land since this will provide a 
healthy permanent and spiritually fulfilling way of life 
for them ... multinationals and big business will be 
broken up. They will be replaced by thousands of small 
businesses ... The Distributist society will provide 
permanent employment because it will sever all links 
with the international capitalist system." 

When the NF split again in 1989, the two factions 
that emerged, the Third Way run by Harrington and the 
International Third Position (ITP) run by Holland and 
Colin Todd, both continued to propagate a distributist 
economic policy. The Third Way, now the self-styled 
“Voice of the Radical Centre", is a small and fairly 
insignificant organisation despite a fairly impressive 
website and claims to have left much of its extremism 
and racism behind. 

The ITP still advocates a staunchly distributist policy as 
well as a curious mishmash of ultra-Catholicism, racism, 
militant anti-abortionism and crude antisemitism and 
has recently been making advances on the nazi music 
scene. The ITP now has a secure base and training 
centre in the UK as it was bequeathed a large property 
in Liss Forest, Hampshire, when the veteran right- 
winger and antisemite Rosine de Bounevialle died in 
2000. The ITP has also actually tried to put the 
distributist vision into practice by buying property in 
rural France and Spain in the 1990s but, like the 
National Socialist Alliance's similar attempt to set up an 
“Aryan Homeland” in the UK, this venture ultimately 
proved unsuccessful. 

Distributism as a political ideology is not inherently 
fascist but anti-fascists need to understand these ideas 
and how they have continued to be adopted by 
elements of the far right, as well as be aware of their 
antisemitic permutations. 
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Only a positive | 
can defeat UKIP 


By Sonia Gable 


THE NEAR ANNIHILATION of the British National Party in 
the European and local council elections was inevitable, as | 
had long predicted, likewise the failure of any of the BNP's 
fascist rivals to make any impact. The election followed a 
long period of decline of the BNP that started in late 2009, 
with party leader Nick Griffin's dire performance on the 
BBC"s Question Time, and continued through gross 
financial mismanagement much of which was first exposed 
by this writer, sheer incompetence, resentment, infighting 
and backstabbing among party officers andstaff, and blows 
dealt by antifascists that hampered the party from 
operating and organising. 

Antifascists of course campaigned against the BNP during 
the election period, especially in the North West where the 
prize of ousting Griffin from his European parliamentary 
seat was there for the winning. Beating the BNP down to 
1.87% in the region — the party's best vote nationally — was 
gratifying, but one cannot ignore the fact that much of the 
credit must go to the UK Independence Party, to where the 
bulk of the 2009 BNP vote decamped. 

UKIP topped the poll with 4,376,635 votes, 26.6% of the 
total, and 24 out of the UK's 73 MEPs. It achieved over 
25% in nine UK regions: only in London, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland was its vote considerably lower. 

This result is worrying, even though the percentage vote 
is very likely to fall in next year's general election. The 
turnout in 2015 will be higher than the 34.2% this year, 
and people are more likely to vote based on the main 


£55,000 lost in election deposits, as well as his MEP's salary and office expenses: no 
wonder Nick Griffin is in a bad mood 
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domestic issues such as the economy, health and welfare, 
rather than primarily on immigration and Europe. People 
will soon realise that UKIP's policies, such as they exist at 
all, on these issues either are incoherent or would only 
make things much worse. However UKIP is likely to emerge 
with some MPs, seeing as there were nine local authority 
areas this time where UKIP won more than 45% of the 
vote. 

The UKIP vote is for the most part a symptom of malaise 
—a reaction against austerity and the fact that none of the 
three main parties are putting forward a truly positive 
message and policies that will help the most vulnerable in 
society, reduce the gap between rich and poor, provide jobs 
and training, and bring the cost of housing down to an 
affordable level. 

Negative campaigning - telling people not to vote UKIP — 
failed, as it did to a fair extent in 2009 when the openly 
fascist BNP nevertheless gained 943,000 votes. People do 
not like being told whom not to vote for by people who do 
not themselves stand for election. And if no party is worthy 
of support, the alternative is not to vote at all, which 
achieves nothing. 

Constantly exposing the gaffes and silly comments by 
UKIP activists was also doomed to backfire. Mostly voters 
either understood that what people write on social media 
should not be taken seriously, or did not think the remarks 
were particularly execrable. Many people are fed up with 
what they see as an obsession with “political correctness". 
And it kept UKIP at the forefront of people's minds. 

The worst reaction is to pander to UKIP’s anti- 
immigration message. As John Hutton and Alan Milburn 
wrote in The Times on 27 May, it will not work as 
whenever the other parties give an inch on the issue, Nigel 
Farage will take a mile. “Instead of kowtowing to Ukip's 
unpleasant form of populism, now is the moment for all 
three main parties to change tack and make a positive 
argument for the benefits immigration brings to Britain,” 
they declared. Those benefits include the fact that migrants 
contribute more in taxes than they take out in benefits, 
they are young and stop our pensions and public services 
becoming unaffordable, and most new jobs by far go to 
British-born workers. Immigration needs to be managed - 
newcomers must be properly integrated into local 
communities — but a “fortress Britain" would be a disaster. 

Many voters think that migrants are taking jobs from 
British people, but it is wrong to think there are only so 


many jobs to go round. The economic boost from 
migration results in more jobs being created. Likewise, 
migrants are not a drain on the health service: on the 
contrary they many health service staff are immigrants. 

These messages are difficult to convey to voters who find 
it easier to scapegoat immigrants — blame others for 
problems — rather than take the initiative: by insisting that 
politicians and parties create better conditions in which 
people can thrive, and by going for the opportunities that 
do already exist for the enterprising. 

We live in a highly materialistic and individualistic society, 
partly a legacy of the Thatcher years. A society in which 
many see people of other cultures as a threat, as 
competition, rather than welcoming what they bring, 
helping them to be part of our communities and rejoicing in 
our diversity. Of course people want material wealth, but 
we also need a more caring society centred upon valuing 
and loving one another, whatever their ethnic and cultural 
origin. 

Two days after the results of the European election were 
announced came the release of the shocking findings of a 
British Social Attitudes survey which showed that 30% of 
Britons admit to being “very” or “a little” prejudiced 
against people of other races, up from 25% in 2001. This 
may be a short-term aberration from what was a 
downward trend in the late 20th century but it shows there 
is still a great deal of work to be done to combat this 
hateful and destructive sentiment. The growth in prejudice 
comes alongside the rise in support for UKIP, but it is not at 
all clear whether one has caused the other, or both trends 
are the result of other factors. 

A day earlier, Nick Lowles of Hope not Hate, which had 
campaigned strongly against UKIP in the elections, all but 
admitted the failure of their campaign and interestingly 


announced that HNH would discuss with its supporters 
whether they should take on UKIP in the future and, if so, 
how. “We will ask our supporters whether we should 
prioritise suppressing the UKIP vote in the future or 
whether we should just concentrate on defending and 
promoting our diverse society,” he wrote. 

Many antifascists will want to prioritise direct anti- UKIP 
campaigning. But if the UKIP vote is a symptom of deeper 
problems, while treating symptoms has a role, a disease 
can only be cured by treating the cause of those 
symptoms. 

The logical conclusion is that we need both to combat 
UKIP and to promote our diverse society. Combating UKIP 
effectively does not mean banging on about silly comments 
by newly elected UKIP councillors but showing that the 
party's policies, if implemented, would be disastrous. 

It also means giving people more control over political 
decisions. Decisions should be made as locally as possible — 
the subsidiarity principle — so that they are made in the 
interests of the communities they affect and are therefore 
more likely to be supported by those communities. The 
European Commission and the European parliament are too 
remote: hence calls to withdraw from Europe entirely. 
Cutting ourselves off from Europe would be damaging — 
and we should also not lose sight of the fact that the EU 
arose from the common determination after the Second 
World War that the countries of Europe should never again 
wage war against one another. But changes are needed to 
ensure that decisions that do not need to be supranational 
are made locally. 

Above all, we need our political parties to put forward 
programmes that benefit ordinary people. That's what will 
pull the rug from under UKIP’s feet, not pandering to 
racism and ignorance. 


How the far right fared 


The BNP contested all regions in the European election 
except Northern Ireland. It polled under 1% in London, 
the South East, the South West, the East of England and 
Scotland. Elsewhere it polled over 1% with its best result 
1.87% in the North West. 

The English Democrats stood in all nine English 
regions. Most of its results hovered around 1%; its best 


result came in the North East with 1.52%, its worst in 
London with 0.46%. 

The Islamophobic Britain First contested only Scotland 
and Wales, its main achievement being to beat the BNP 
in Scotland with 1.02% against the BNP's 0.76%. 

The other bunch of Islamophobes, Liberty GB, failed 
miserably. Standing only in the South East, they polled 
just 0.11%. 

Finally, the National Liberal Party, which is led by 
Graham Williamson a former National Front deputy 


chairman and member of the executive of the BNP- 
supported trade union Solidarity, took 0.31% in 
London, the only region it contested. It had put forward 
a multicultural list of candidates. 

In the council elections the BNP were thin on the 
ground, with only 107 candidates, most of whom polled 
pitifully compared to the party's past results. Only in 
Pendle, where the BNP threw in everything it had into 
defending Brian Parker's seat, did the party win. 

The 32 English Democrats, six National Front and 
three National Liberal Party candidates did even worse 
than the BNP. Eight candidates of the British Democratic 
Party, did a bit better, one in Newcastle gaining 18.5%. 
The BDP is the party formed by Andrew Brons, the 
former BNP MEP, who did not defend his Brussels seat. 
Liberty GB and Britain First did not contest the council 
elections. 
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Redbrid 


By Gerry Gable 


ON THE FRIDAY BEFORE ELECTION DAY, Redbridge and 
Epping Forest Together (REFT) staged a picket outside the 
UK Independence Party's regional office in Ilford, which 
also serves as the constituency office of Gerald Batten MEP. 

The event, which was supported by local trades council 
members and Searchlight, received coverage in the //ford 
Recorder on polling day. 

REFT had fought a two-pronged election battle against 
UKIP and against the former Redbridge BNP councillor 
Julian Leppert, who stood in Hainault ward as a candidate 
for the British Democratic Party this time. REFT mounted a 
response to Leppert's Islamophobic leaflet some weeks 
before the election campaign and produced a further leaflet 
shortly before polling day. 

Leppert received just 284 votes, coming 10th of 11 
candidates. For the first time, Redbridge elected a Labour 
majority council. 

Searchlight also worked with the Muslim community and 
anti-fascists in Barking and Dagenham in the face of UKIP 


By Daphne Liddle 


AROUND 120 ANTI-FASCISTS gathered in Marsham 
Street, Westminster, on the evening of 7 May to 
protest at a public meeting to be broadcast 

featuring Nigel Farage, leader of the UK Independence 
Party. 

The protest was organised by Stand Up To UKIP, 
initiated by Unite Against Fascism and other anti-fascist 
and anti-racist groups. 

Around a dozen protesters managed to infiltrate the 
meeting before it started but they were ejected before 
Farage arrived. They reported to the protesters outside 
that the UKIP supporters inside were narrow-minded, 
reactionary and xenophobic. They tried to keep their 


28 | Searchlight | Summer 2014 


Photo: Ilford Recorder 


fielding Asian candidates. The leaflet promoted by 
Searchlight contained facts about UKIP's attitude to 
Muslims. 


racism undercover but it keeps slipping out. 

Speakers at the protest rally included UAF joint 
general secretary Weyman Bennett. 

The extreme neo-Nazi group calling itself Britain First 
had promised to supply protection for Farage against 
protesters consisting of “an armoured vehicle and 
military trained personnel”. But only two of their 
members turned up and had to be removed by police 
after photo-journalists protested when the police tried 
to put them in the press pen. 

Evicted from the pen and confronted by the anti- 
fascists, the two BF members are reported to have “run 
away". 


EDL hate 


By Daphne Liddle 


ROTHERHAM is a pleasant South Yorkshire town sited on a 
steep hill beside the River Don and dominated by the massive 
Gothic perpendicular All Saints Church. Not far away, opposite 
the town hall, is the large Victorian Methodist Chapel. And 
nowadays there is also a large Muslim community. 

It is a staunchly Labour town with 57 Labour councillors, 
four Conservative, one independent and one UK 
Independence Party. And when they heard that the 
Iskamophobic English Defence League planned to hold a 
national rally in their town on 10 May, all of them, including 
the UKIP member, voted to ban it. 

Unfortunately they were overruled by higher powers but 
they did succeed in getting all the local pubs closed for the 
day. And they, with the local trades council, Unite Against 
Fascism and others, organised a strong counter demonstration 
and rally outside the town hall. 

Speakers included councillors Brian Steele, Mahroof Hussain, 
Jahangir Akhtar, Emma Hoddinott and Chris Read, along with 
representatives from the trades council and the PCS and NUT 
unions. Weyman Bennett, joint general secretary of UAF, also 
spoke. 

They all stressed that Rotherham was a peaceful, mixed 
community who are united in opposing the hate-mongering of 
the EDL. 

Hussain said: “The people of Rotherham have been strong. 
We're one town, one community." 

Bennett was interrupted by a small group of young masked 
anarchists upset about an internal matter in the Socialist 
Workers Party. But the trade union stewards hustled them 
away quickly and engaged them in a serious conversation 
about what they were doing. 

Their antics fired Bennett into an unprepared passionate 
speech on the need for unity in the face of fascism and racism 
and how proud he was of UAF's record in successfully 
combating the EDL, the BNP and other fascists. 

South Yorkshire Police staged a massive operation with the 


Typical moronic EDL supporter 


otherham, Ic 


Speakers at the anti-EDL protest included (| to r) local councillors Brian Steele, Emma 
Haddinott, Chris Read and Mahroof Hussain with Weyman Bennett, joint general 
secretary of UAF 


assistance of other local forces and massive steel barriers that 
cost around £500,000. 

The EDL supporters, around 220 of them, all arrived from 
out of town - one of their leaders admitted that Rotherham 
EDL amounted to “one-and-a-half” members — but they 
arrogantly stomped around shouting: “Whose streets? Our 
streets!" at the people of Rotherham, who were not amused. 

The police escorted them for a short (10-minute) march up 
the hill and round All Saints Church to meet in a prepared pen 
in front of the church, within sight of the anti-fascist march. 
There was the usual exchange of epithets with some of the 
younger EDL members becoming hysterical with rage and 
presenting their own ageing and unfit stewards with a hard 
task to keep them from trying to throw themselves at the 
massive, steel barrier-reinforced police cordon. 

EDL main speaker lan Crossland poured out his scorn on the 
local population for being “leftie scum" and trying to ban the 
march. He described Rotherham as “a carbuncle on Sheffield” 
and “Mozzie [Muslim] Central". And he boasted that the EDL 
would return every week “until the people of Rotherham learn 
their lesson”. 

He also told his supporters: “We're not telling you who to 
vote for but I'm voting for UKIP. Farage is a nice, well-spoken 
man and they share a lot of our ideas.” 

The rest of their speeches centred on their perennial 
obsession with paedophilia and the grooming of young white 
girls — from which one might have gathered that Jimmy Saville 
and Max Clifford must have been Muslims. 

Glenn Saffer, the ageing former boxing coach from East 
Anglia, who is one of their favourite platform ranters, was 
missing from this rally. 

By 3pm it was all over and the police took them back to the 
bus and railway stations and packed them off to where they 
had come from. 
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By Cathy Pound 


TEN THOUSAND PEOPLE assembled outside Marx House 
Clerkenwell Green in central London on 1 May, 
representing dozens of trade unions and many other 
progressive organisations. They were entertained by trade 
union marching bands and choirs singing The 
Internationale, Bandiera Rossa and many traditional union 
songs before marching to Trafalgar Square. 

In a tribute to Bob Crow, who died on 11 March 2014, 
the organisers had agreed that his union, the RMT, should 
lead the march. Among the many RMT members taking 
part were hundreds wearing t-shirts depicting Bob Crow 
with the slogan: “Loved by The Workers Feared by The 


Bosses”. That said it all about the respect in which he was 
held. 

At the rally, Bob Crow's daughter Natasha Hoarau, led 
the tribute to her father, speaking unfalteringly to the 
crowd that filled every corner of Trafalgar Square. She 
spoke of Bob in his differing roles as a father, husband, 
friend and trade unionist. Natasha said he was “always 
there for us” and | think this is critical in understanding the 
man Bob was - that he believed in fulfilling all his duties, 
that struggling for his workers did not mean he had no time 
for his family. 

The tribute film played ahead of Natasha speaking 


RMT SUPPORTS 
THE SHREWSBURY 
MW) 24 CAMPAIGN 


Trade unionists packed Trafalgar Square 
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showed him stating that he had a clear duty as a union 
leader to fight for decent pay, decent working conditions 
and safe working practices, and that if he was criticised 
for carrying out that role he did not know what a trade 
union was for. The media had harangued Bob for taking a 
holiday during a period of dispute, but it seems to follow 
that if you struggled for decent conditions for your 
members you too would expect to be allowed to take your 
annual leave. 

Natasha spoke confidently and easily and so maybe it 
was not a surprise when having spoken at length about 
Bob's legacy for her, her family and the movement, she 


Natasha Hoarau leads the tributes to her father Bob Crow 


announced that she had stepped in to stand in place of her 
father as a No2EU candidate in the European elections. The 
cheer that went up demonstrated the respect the crowd 
had for the bravery and steadfastness of her choice of how 
she would honour her father's name. 

The applause and whistles resounded for some time to 
celebrate Bob's life and achievements and to send Natasha, 
and Bob's wife and family the message of condolence for 
their loss. 

Like the t-shirts, the end of the tribute film had the simple 
slogan “Bob Crow - legend. Loved by the workers, feared 
by the bosses.” 
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TUC General Secretary Frances O'Grady (left) with Bob Crow's widow Nicola Hoa 
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"Loved by The Workers Feared by The Bosses": RMT activists' t-shirts pay tribute to Bob Crow 


RY 


N 
; 
‘ 


9 ioe 


Max Levitas (left), 99-year-old anti-fascist activist and former Communist councillor 
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celebrates May 


SEARCHLIGHT returned to its roots when we responded to 
an invitation to address Birmingham Trades Union Council 
(BTUC) in commemoration of our 50 years fighting fascism 
and racism. Searchlight was housed in a Birmingham-based 
office in its early years, the editor at the time being Maurice 
Ludmer, a staunch anti-fascist who concurrently served as 
President of BTUC. 

Mary Pearson, the current President, spoke of the 
legendary attendance at BTUC meetings in those days, 
topping 200 at times. Searchlight brought solidarity 
greetings from the London May Day march and rally and 
from Paul Mackney, who had been Vice President to 
Maurice and had been propelled, as he describes it, to the 


—— 
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Cathy Pound, Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Coordinator, addressing Birmingham Trade Council's monthly meeting 


Trades Council 
ay 


role of President on the unexpected death of Maurice from 
a second stroke when he had been recovering from his first 
stroke a year earlier. 

Maurice's death, aged 54, was a massive loss to the anti- 
fascist movement as well as the trade union movement, 
Birmingham Trades Council and his colleagues, family and 
friends, but he has served as a beacon and an inspiration 
to the anti-fascists who followed him to continue the 
struggle and never take their eyes off the activities of the 
enemy. 

Attendance is still strong at BTUC meetings. Workplace 
reports, planning for the election hustings and future 
events were discussed in full. 


May Day in the community 


By Gerry Gable 


CAMPAIGNERS AGAINST NHS CUTS, anti-poverty 
activists, local councillors, Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together, and Searchlight came together for an outdoor 
May Day meeting on Saturday 3 May in the main shopping 
precinct in Ilford, northeast London. 

Speakers included local councillors and representatives of 
the trades council, National Union of Teachers and 
Searchlight. 

When passers-by started approaching the trades council 


stall asking for advice on all sorts of problems such as 
housing, education and the health service, we set up an 
impromptu mini political surgery on two new benches that 
had been installed outside the town hall. 

Leaflets were given out opposing the UK Independence 
Party, which fielded several candidates in the council 
election, and against the fascist British Democratic 
Party candidate in Hainault ward. None of them got 
elected. 
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By Cathy Pound 


THE ANNUAL CONFERENCES of the two main teachers’ 
unions in April had much to debate in relation to their 
own situation, and in particular how current government 
policy impacts on all equalities issues for pupils, teachers 
and their parents/carers alike. 


NUT, Brighton, 18-22 April 2014 

The priority motion for the National Union of Teachers, 
Britain's largest teachers’ union, secured the next steps in 
the ‘Stand up for Education, Stand up for Teachers’ 
campaign. The conference floor was wall-to-wall green, 


Searchlight's stall at the NASUWT conference 
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courtesy of the vibrant campaign t-shirts. 

Motion 53 addressed issues for disabled teachers, 
pupils and parents and Christine Blower, NUT General 
Secretary, stated after the debate that as well as 
removing barriers for disabled people “we must insist 
that everyone deserves to be treated with dignity”. 

Motion 54 addressed the needs of transgender 
teachers and support for LGBT pupils. Blower said that 
post-Section 28 it was key to remember that there is a 
“legal duty to promote equality". Motion 55, addressed 
issues faced by black teachers and the additional 


Cathy Pound speaks at a Unite Against Fascism fringe meeting at the Public and 
Commercial Services Union (PCS) conference in Brighton, alongside Weyman 
Bennett, joint secretary of UAF (right) with lan Albert of PCS chairing 


discrimination inherent in performance-related pay for 
women, older and black teachers. Blower declared: “The 
NUT continues with our commitment to fighting racism 
in all its forms, at all levels of society”. 

The NUT 2014 Blair Peach Award winner was Sam 
Kirk, a Bradford teacher who introduced a tutorial on 
homophobia alongside a theatre project that was 
performed at a local theatre and later screened at a 
Bradford Holocaust Memorial Day event. 

Blower said: “Thirty-five years after the death of Blair 
Peach, there is still much work to do to tackle 
discrimination. Sam's story is an inspiring one. It shows 
how effective a school-wide approach to tackling 
homophobia can be. Her work and commitment is an 
example to us all, and a clear demonstration of what 
differences we can make in our own schools, 
communities and workplace." 


NASUWT, Birmingham, 18-21 April 
Motions to NASUWT annual conference covered 
equalities issues, as usual, and fringe meetings echoed 
these themes. 

Saturday's lunchtime fringes included ‘Son of Section 
28 - Tackling homophobia in schools’, which provided a 
forum to discuss how to uphold robust anti- 
discrimination policies such as those that address 
homophobia in the current governance of academies 
and free schools. 

Further fringe meetings on Sunday addressed: ‘The 
global status of women’ in particular, in terms of equal 
access to education for women and girls worldwide, and 
‘Education and Race’, concerning the continuing race 
inequality in education and the current lack of 
government support or even recognition of need in this 
important area. 
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Searchlight at NUT conference in Brighton 


BECTU, Eastbourne, 17 May 

Searchlight's stall at the media and entertainment union 
BECTU attracted plenty of interest. In the conference 
hall delegates debated attacks on pay and conditions, 
celebrated the Ritzy cinema staff's recent strike action 
and called for the Living Wage. 

Other discussions covered recruitment and retaining 
members in times of economic hardship and uncertainty, 
but there was confidence that with the calibre of current 
BECTU young members the union would be safe in their 
hands in years to come. 
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Trade Union Friends 
TUFS of Searchlight 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Affiliation Form 


Why Searchlight is invaluable 

Searchlight continues to play an important part in fighting fascism and racism with its unparalleled research and analysis, 
resulting in hard-hitting exposés that genuinely damage fascist organisations. 

Much of the decline of the British National Party is the result of the work of Searchlight, in particular the exposing of its 
financial affairs. Affiliates will receive alerts with links to our website when there are important developments regarding the 
BNP, EDL and other far-right organisations. You will be part of a growing anti-fascist national trade union network and 
support the work of the magazine. 


What your affiliation means for your branch/ region. 
Your affiliation is of great importance to us. As a Trade Union Affiliate you will receive: 
e Searchlight magazine 
¢ TUFS e-bulletin monthly (this is also a platform for your union/branch to publicise your anti-racist and anti-fascist 
initiatives) 
e Alerts when there are important developments regarding far-right activity in your communities. 


Many thanks for your support and solidarity. 


Please complete the details below and return this form with your cheque (payable to ‘Searchlight') to TUFS, c/o 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG. 


Name of Union/Trades Council 


Name of branch/region 


Name (to receive magazine) 


Address 


Email address (to receive monthly e-bulletins) 


Annual affiliation fees for 2014 (please tick appropriate box) We enclose payment of 


Branch/region £50 4 Trades Council £30 = 
National TUs 

Fewer than 50,000 members £75 Oy 

50,000 — 100,000 members £00) 

100,000 — 500,000 members £150~ Se) 

More than 500,000 members £200 I 


We may send you information about Searchlight's other work. Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information 


TUFS, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG www.searchlightmagazine.com 
Tel. 020 8550 1805 Fax. 020 8551 9119 Email. tradeunionfriendsofsearchlight@gmail.com 
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Trade Union Friends of Searchlight Calendar 


Where you can find us over the coming months 


June 2014 

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month 

For events throughout the UK go to 
http://www.travellerstimes.org.uk/website/Events.htm 


1 June ipm-4pm 
GRT History Month Launch event , Victoria + Albert 
Museum 


14 June 

Orgreave Mass Picnic, 11am-7pm, Rotherham 

30th anniversary of the Battle of Orgreave between 
police and miners picketing the British Steel coking plant 


14 June 
UAF Conference, TUC, Congress House 
http//uaf.org.uk 


18 June 
RMT Garden Party for Cuba 
www.rmt.org.uk/campaigns/political/cuba-garden-party/ 


21 June 
People's Assembly: National demo Against Austerity 
1pm BBC headquarters, March to Parliament 


30 June-4 July 
Unite the Union Conference, Liverpool 


12 July 
Durham Miners Gala 
http://durhamminers.org 


18-20 July 
Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival + Rally, Dorset 
www.tolpuddlemartyrs.org.uk 


21 July 

Rene Cassin Roundtable (a faith group initiative) 
Challenging racism towards Gypsy, Roma and 
Travellers 

more info from sam.grant@renecassin.org 


7 September 
Burston School Strike Rally, Burston, Norfolk 11am 
http://burstonstrikeschool.wordpress.com/the-rally/ 


7-11 September 
TUC Congress, Liverpool 
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Home news ii 


Britain First ‘invades’ east London 
mosque to cause trouble 


By Sonia Gable 


POLICE WERE CALLED TO A MOSQUE in east London a few 
days before the elections in May after members of the far- 
right Britain First party “invaded” the building and handed 
out “anti-grooming" leaflets and Bibles. 

A group of four people wearing uniforms, which Britain First 
described as “green activist jackets”, entered the East London 
Mosque in Whitechapel, handed out what they said were 
British Army Bibles and asked to speak to the Imam, before 
driving off in a car. On the party's Facebook page the group 
claimed they had “invaded” the mosque. 

This was the third incident in recent weeks in which the 
Islamophobic group, led by the former British National Party 
councillor Paul Golding, has entered mosques. Members have 
also staged what they call “Christian patrols” in East London, 
when they hand party leaflets to Muslims and drink alcohol 
outside mosques. 

In a statement following the incident, the East London 
Mosque said: “Britain First, the fringe far-right, Muslim-hating 
group, made a second visit to the East London Mosque today 
(apparently an ‘invasion’ which involved four people). 

“They left pretty quickly, after a local Community Support 
Officer spotted their car on zig-zag traffic lines. 

“Britain First's previous visit as part of their misnamed 
‘Christian Patrol’, showed them bravely swigging lager and 
unfurling a banner on the street outside ... before again 
running off quickly. 

“Of course, members of the public are welcome to attend 
the mosque and, with a booking, take a tour of the facilities 
(perhaps Britain First had trouble writing down the number)." 

The police said no arrests had been made. A spokesman for 
the Metropolitan Police said “Officers on patrol in 
Whitechapel Road, E1 witnessed a group of three men and a 
woman running into the East London Mosque at 1231hrs on 
Monday 19 May. 

“The group dropped off some leaflets in the mosque before 
making off in a motor vehicle. The leaflets have since been 
seized by police and are published by Britain First." 

The hatemongers of Britain First's “South East Brigade” 


uniforms are illegal under the 1936 Public Order Act 
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A uniformed Paul Golding prepares to inflict his presence on the mosque. Political 


A Police Community Support Officer tells Paul Golding to push off 


returned to the area on 22 May to carry out what they called 
“a blitz on Muslim hate preachers” on the first anniversary of 
the death of Lee Rigby, followed by a “Christian patrol” 
march in Brick Lane. 

Britain First's leaders profess to be Christians but their visits 
to east London have nothing to do with Christian 
evangelisation and everything to do with inciting hatred and 
division. Jim Dowson, the party's administration manager and 
thrice-convicted Ulster loyalist, claimed recently that he had 
never been a member of the BNP — a party for which he 
raised huge sums of money over a three-year period — 
because it conflicted with his “Christian ethos”. Yet Britain 
First concentrates in itself all the worst aspects of the BNP's 
hate. 

During the election campaign Britain First announced that it 
was putting its “hundreds of ex-British Forces street activists 
and several armoured ex-army Land Rovers at UKIP's 
disposal” to protect UKIP's leader Nigel Farage from anti- 
fascist protests. UKIP immediately rejected the ludicrous offer. 
Britain First's membership is little more than 100 and they 
have only ever been seen with one vehicle. 

Britain First's own participation in the European elections 
was limited to Scotland and Wales, where it despicably tried 
to exploit Lee Rigby's murder — a year before polling day — by 
placing the slogan “Remember Lee Rigby” alongside the 
party's name on ballot papers. The ploy failed: the party 
gained only 0.9% of the Welsh vote, coming in slightly 
behind the BNP. In the two regions combined the party took 
20,272 votes. 

The Electoral Commission was forced to apologise to 
Rigby's family for allowing the slogan. His mother, Lyn Rigby, 
said she was “heartbroken” that the group had used his name 
for their own political purposes. She wrote on Facebook: 
“Their views are not what Lee believed in and has no support 
from the family 


Jaus 
inspires TELL 
By Fiyaz Mughal 


TELL MAMA's second annual fundraising dinner in London 
on 8 May brought together supporters from many different 
communities. 

On an evening full of celebration and reflection, let us 
first focus on upon the former. In the past year alone, TELL 
MAMA (Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks) took significant 
strides and was successful in a number of areas. We were 
involved in: 

¢ Assisting over 1,000 victims of anti-Muslim prejudice 

(both online and offline). Many victims are visible and 
non-visible Muslim women. 

¢ Ensuring the arrest of over 120 individuals who 

promoted or disseminated anti-Muslim hate material. 
Around 90 individuals were successfully charged and 
prosecuted. 

* Providing training to police forces on understanding 

the language of anti-Muslim hate. 

¢ Ensuring a multi-agency approach which ensured that 

over 300 victims of anti- Muslim abuse received the 
necessary support. 

¢ Undertaking outreach work across the UK to help the 

victims of anti-Muslim prejudice report crimes and 
receive the necessary victim support. 

¢ Helping Twitter reconsider how it works with hate crime 

third-party reporting centres in England and Wales. 

The importance of the TELL MAMA project is best 
reflected in the victims it supported. A short video featured 
a female victim who described the organisation as her 
“lifeline”. Another victim of online abuse recounted her 
harassment by the far right on Twitter -abuse that spiralled 
into threats and a greater sense of fear. But TELL MAMA's 
intervention helped spur the police into stopping the abuse. 

Other notable speakers included Liberal Democrat MPs 
Vince Cable and Simon Hughes. Both spoke of the 
necessity of access to victim support and in tackling anti- 
Muslim bigotry. Yet, many do not report abuse to the 
police, and that must change. 

Moving forward, TELL MAMA found inspiration from the 
Community Security Trust (CST). The CST provides security 
to hundreds of synagogues, Jewish schools and communal 
buildings. It also collates data on antisemitism and works 
alongside the police and governmental bodies. 

Compared to the CST (which achieved charity status in 
1994), TELL MAMA is in its infancy. But the ambition of the 


team is to develop a similar service within three years, and 
with only four staff members, Richard Benson, former Chief 
Executive of CST, commended the dedication, tenacity and 
capability of the team who have built the foundations of the 
work, yet there is much more to be done. 

To meet this ambition, it becomes important to frame 
anti-Muslim prejudice within a wider context. 

Benson is now co-chair of TELL MAMA. At the dinner, 
he made a call for others to donate so that the “pivotal” 
work of TELL MAMA continues to grow. Peter Tatchell's 
patronage serves a similar function. 

The speech of Shazia Khan, daughter of Mohammed 
Saleem, who was murdered walking home from a mosque 
in Birmingham, brought a moment of reflection. Ms Khan 
spoke lovingly of a father who did his best not just for his 
family but the wider Muslim community. Mr Saleem's 
murderer, Pavio Lapshyn, was a committed neo-Nazi 
terrorist, who wanted to “purify” Birmingham of Muslims. 
His family's dignity and pursuit for justice remains a source 
of inspiration. The same is true of the family of Lee Rigby. 

So what principle drives TELL MAMA forward? For Fiyaz 
Mughal, director of Faith Matters which runs TELL MAMA, 
the answer is straightforward: “The greatest asset to our 
work has been the British public, a public who inherently 
dislike hate, intolerance and injustice." 

It is on that principle that we aim to move forward when 
tackling the miasma of anti-Muslim bigotry. 
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z project brings benefit to 
Roma education 


By Cathy Pound 


AN INNOVATIVE TWINNING initiative between the 
London Borough of Redbridge and the Romanian region 
of Brasov has resulted in equal benefit to both partners 
and positive changes to the education of Roma children in 
Redbridge schools, a conference heard. 

The EU-funded HEART Project — Help Educate All Roma 
Together — presented its outcomes in Redbridge on 15 
May and Searchlight was delighted to attend. Sue Mutter, 
Project Lead in Redbridge and the borough's School 
Improvement Adviser for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
Education, opened the conference by explaining that the 


Ariana Burcu, Director of the School Inspectorate of Brasov, Project Lead Silviana 


simple premise of the project was to get to know more CiokeanpahdiAlin Bata 

about the newest community arriving in the borough's 

already diverse schools. school, for example by helping with transport and other 
Education of Roma children in the UK presents expenses. So educating together has a very real meaning. 

particular problems. Often they arrive midway though In the UK this has led to a realisation of successful 


learning opportunities for the wider family, with provision 
of some literacy classes for parents and the first stages of 
a new initiative with an organisation called “My 
Romanian School", where classes take place at weekends 
for children, parents and the Romanian community on a 
regular basis. 

Four schools in Redbridge and four in Brasov took part 
and a key part of the twinning was participation in 
exchange visits which enabled a very real and beneficial 
exchange of good practice, new teaching methods and a 
deeper knowledge for the Redbridge teachers of the 
children's cultural background. The presentations from 
Redbridge teachers made it clear that they had learned 
and introduced some new ways of teaching and ways of 

we = enereveenerens: - a ™ — engaging both pupils and their families. 
primary school having had little or no previous education The outcomes detailed by the Romanian leads and the 
and with limited knowledge of English. Families may not —_—_ Redbridge schools demonstrated that concrete and quite 
have stable accommodation, meaning children may have _ wide-ranging positive changes had occurred. A case study 


to change schools, and school attendance may be poor. of one girl showed her school attendance had increased 
And more than most other minorities they are the victim 


of stereotyping and prejudice. 

The project had arisen out of a desire to get to know 
more about the Roma children, their families and their 
cultural life back in Romania and in particular what their 
school life in Romania had been like. Funding eventually 
came together in 2012 with the British Council overseeing 
the project. In Brasov the lead came from the Brasov 
Schools Inspectorate and the NGO partners were 
Redbridge Equalities and Community Council (RECC) and 
Save the Children Brasov. 

In the European context there has been a steady move 
away from segregated education for Roma children and 
Romania has initiatives that assist Roma children to attend 


Roma musicians Matthew Gador, Ben and Marek Czureja teach delegates to sing a 
traditional Roma song 
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RECC presentation by Cecelia Rufus and Dave Landau 


from just 25% to 55.6% as a result of speaking with her 
and going to her family several times to find the root 
cause of the barriers to her coming to school, and 
working with her and the family and within the school to 
remove these barriers. 

The teaching of formal handwriting and English at a 
very early age in Romania gave food for thought for the 
Redbridge teachers who brought back ideas for their own 
teaching and the school overall. The basic lesson planning 
formats were the same in both sets of schools, but the 
innovative and active methods used in Romania achieved 
impressive results. 


Author Ruth Barnett 


Redbridge Project Lead Sue Mutter listens to the musicians 


A DVD Ruth Barnett had brought to show delegates, 


Ruth Barnett's latest book 


Redbridge teachers were humbled by the yearly testing 
of all teachers, which determines their continuation in the 
profession, and said the Romanian teachers were trained 
to a very high standard and were incredibly highly skilled 
and dedicated to the task of educating the “human- 
being-to be". 

Ways to build relationships and trust with parents had 
been learnt and the increased attendance at parents’ 
evenings of Roma parents in the Redbridge schools was 
testament to the success of new ways of engaging. 
Valuing each child and allowing and encouraging them to 
demonstrate their own skills in dance and craft, and have 


made by East Sussex Traveller Education Project 
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pride in their heritage not shame, was key also to pupils 
setting up a jewellery club in one Redbridge school and 
Roma children joining other extra-curricular activities. It 
seems to have been a win-win situation in which 
Redbridge and Brasov have benefited equally from the 


Some of the drawings sent by children at Scola Augustin, one of the Brasov partner 
schools. Unfortunately our monochrome reproduction does not do justice to them 


AOE 


project and in many respects the outcomes had exceeded 
their expectations and aims. 

RECC workers Dave Landau and Cecelia Rufus spoke of 
their involvement as NGO partners and the forming of 
the Community Forum, which provides a space for 
residents to air concerns and find solutions before matters 
escalate. Early on, they had produced a leaflet headed 
“Unity in the Community", which outlined what 
everyone wanted in a decent community and how to 
achieve that by agreeing some rules the community 
wanted to adhere to, with simple do's and don'ts 
including encouraging people to greet their neighbours in 
the street and welcome new neighbours. 

Ruth Barnett spoke about her new book, Jews and 
Gypsies: Myths and Reality, and her hope that there 
would be enough “up-standers” to speak out against 
injustice in future generations. She explained that she 
could not speak out about the Holocaust, which she 
survived by being sent to the UK on the Kindertransport, 
if she did not speak up for all those affected by the 
Holocaust: the Roma and Sinti people, as well as the six 
million Jews, disabled people, LGBT and trade unionists, 
who she said were often lumped together and mentioned 
as “and others" if mentioned at all. Ruth asked the 
Romanian partners about Holocaust education in their 
schools and was delighted to hear that it is part of the 
standard curriculum and that teachers receive special 
training to teach it. 

A report is due as the project nears its end and the 
hopes of the project participants is that they will be able 
to continue to implement what they have already initiated 
and that this approach can be developed and replicated 
elsewhere in the UK and internationally. 

Although the project's premise was that there was 
learning needed for schools about the new Roma 
community in UK schools another message came through 
from all of the participants that ‘children are children 
wherever you go’ and that the universality of childhood 
was what allowed the barriers of misunderstanding be 
replaced with friendship and that you could embrace a 
new community as an exciting addition to the diverse 
school community, not a ‘problem’ to be dealt with. 


For information on the My Big Gypsy Sterotype DVD, 
email Jackie. whitford@eastsussex.gov.uk 
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Migrant Voice 


By Cathy Pound 


MIGRANT VOICE, a migrant-led UK 
organisation with bases in London, 
Birmingham and Glasgow, used the 
launch on 24 April at Europe House, 
London, of a new member-produced 
DVD, The Faces of Our City: Stories 
of Migration Past and Present, to host 
a panel discussion on the theme: can 
migrants’ engagement in the 
European elections shift the balance 
away from anti-immigrant MEPs? 


We heard how the DVD, part of the 
Face2Face Project co-financed by the 
European Integration Fund, had come 
into being as a result of Migrant Voice 
members’ attendance at a media and 
film training event. Participants 
wanted to put the skills they had 
learned into immediate and fruitful 
use, and The Faces of our City was 
the result. 


It seemed entirely logical for the 
group to have the migrant voice 
documented in film, with stories of 
each film-maker and their family's 
experience of being a migrant in 
London. The aim was to counter- 
balance negative coverage of 
migrants and immigration. 


The stories told of new 
relationships, new experiences and 
getting involved in community 
activism, and being a provider of 
advice and support to others from 
their home country. They were 
positive accounts of coming to see 
London, which had seemed so alien at 
first, as home. The stories had no list 
of indignities, animosity, discrimination 
or violence which could also easily 
have been the focus of the telling of 
the migrant experience. 


The DVD, featuring Mariko, a 
young Japanese woman, promotes 
community cohesion in Walthamstow; 
Sara delves into the diverse histories 


of the East End; while Simone and 
Ricardo support Brazilians to integrate 
into British society. It achieved its aim 
and can be viewed via a link on the 
Migrant Voice website at 
www.migrantvoice.org. 


On the panel, discussing the 
potential importance of the migrant 
vote in trying to curb the success in 
the European elections of anti- 
immigrant candidates, were Jackie 
Minor, European Commission 
Representative to the UK; Green MEP 
Jean Lambert; and Simon Wooley, 
Director of Operation Black Vote and 
a commissioner for race on the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission. 


The importance of voter registration 
and completing the additional form 
confirming intention to use one's vote 
in the UK were emphasised by Jean 
Lambert who also outlined her 
experience as an MEP of working 
alongside the UK British National 
Party MEPs and other far-right 
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European MEPs. Jean urged people 
not to be complacent about Nick 
Griffin losing his MEP seat. 


Simon Wooley spoke of research 
carried out by Operation Black Vote 
which had identified the 
constituencies in which the BAME 
vote could hold the balance of power. 
Wooley urged the BAME and migrant 
community to make use of their 
franchise. He explained that the 
political parties were already keen to 
know what the key issues were for 
the BAME electorate. 


The single biggest issue for the 
black community, Wooley said, was 
stop and search. He considered that 
the announcement of a reform of 
stop and search indicated that, far 
from having genuine concern for 
those being stopped on the streets, 
politicians were starting to wake up 
to the fact that the whole community 
felt under attack and that the wider 
community represented a powerful 
electoral force. 


Sara, in a still from the DVD, outside an old synagogue, looking at the different migrant communities who have 


made the East End their home, through memories of her parents 
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Look How Far We've Com 


setting racisiv 


By Cathy Pound 


Searchlight continued its tradition of championing the anti- 
racist struggle alongside anti-fascism when we participated 
at a conference called by the voluntary organisation African 
Histories Revisited (AHR) at the Abby Centre in 
Westminster on 8 May. 

We also had a stall so that we could talk about the work 
of Searchlight to the over 70 delegates who had come from 
London and further afield. 

Sandra Osbourne MP, chair of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on equalities sent solidarity greetings and a letter 
was read out from Race Equality Minister Stephen Williams. 

The conference was convened by Kwaku, a music 
industry journalist and lecturer, and founder of 
BritishBlackmusic.com which runs accessible arts events. 
Kwaku welcomed delegates and kept the event to task, the 
aim being to make use of the skills and knowledge of those 
who attended the various workshops to gain some 
understanding of where we are at now and what needs to 
be done in the future to ensure anti-racism is not assigned 
a back seat in the current political and economic climate. 

Linda Bellos OBE, former Lambeth council leader, was the 
conference rapporteur. She brought an immediate lift to the 


Histories 


Levisited 
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event as she welcomed delegates and spoke about the 
great enthusiasm in the 1980s, when gains had been 
achieved in increasing political representation for the black 
community in local government and crucially breaking 
through to Parliament with the first black MPs. These 
advances had been ground-breaking, but they had not 
marked a new era and Linda called for something concrete 
to come out of this conference. 

“We have come a long way but we have also in part 
gone backwards, an anti-racist alliance is still needed, but 
not dominated by the white left, but including them. But 
the key issue is to create a sense of confidence and pride in 
our African heritage.” 

Veteran trade unionist Jim Thakoordin and former 
councillor Narenda Makanji joined Linda in recalling those 
early struggles setting up Black Sections in the Labour Party 
and the trade unions. The warmth of their camaraderie and 
the strength of their zeal to continue addressing the 
struggles of today were truly an inspiration to those present 
and testimony to the fact that the energy put into the fight 
for justice reaps rewards, which in turn provides the 
strength to protect those gains and be ready for the next 
challenges, where resting on one's 
laurels was not an option. 

If a life of fighting racism, 
discrimination and injustice was bad 
| for you, there was no evidence of that 

when hearing Jim, the author of 
| several books, speak modestly of his 
| arrival in the UK as an illiterate 17-year- 
| old from Guyana, marrying an Irish 
Londoner and quickly becoming a 
_ lifelong trade unionist and Labour Party 
| member. Jim's message was that a lot 
} needed to change still, that the 
| situation had not improved in key areas 
| for the black community, despite 
, legislation. Jim stated: 

“The socio-economic, political and 

| social position and status of black 

| people in Britain has hardly changed. 
Black people have always suffered from 
_ two or three times the level of 

' unemployment, a disproportionate 
level of homelessness, under- 

| employment, stop and search, longer 


Jim Thakoordin, trade | 
unionist, addresses the | 
conference | 


imprisonment for similar crimes, under-achievement in 
education, exclusions from school, poor health, racism at 
work, poverty, low pay and job insecurity, poor career 
prospects and earning up to 30% less on average than 
white workers." 

Jim added that racism still existed and needed to be 
tackled within the trade union movement and within the 
Labour Party. He continued: 

“Despite the fact that there are presently 27 black MPs 
and 48 black people in the House of Lords, thousands of 
black millionaires, many top bureaucrats, including judges, 
lawyers, police officers, entertainers, business tycoons and 
media high flyers, Britain is still a divided and unequal 
society with the majority of black people represented 
amongst the under-achieving classes. 

“We are all better off in Britain, but our relative position 
in the hierarchy has changed very little for the better or 
worse in certain areas since the 1940s." 

The myth of a post-racial Britain was dismissed by 
delegates and the experience that a change had taken 
place to identify racism as an issue of the individual, 
shifting the argument from an absolute acknowledgement 
of institutional and societal racism to one where people 
can overcome 'their' difficulties and challenges of racism 
if they aspire. Achievements had been made, battles won 


for representation and legislation, but the need for vigilance 


to maintain the gains and to be ready to stand up and be 


counted in new struggles in new times was acknowledged. 


In the primer given to delegates, which was also available 
to purchase, Linda Bellos called for a renewed, organised 
approach from within the black community. 

Councillor Nana Asante, currently Mayor of Harrow, 
repeated the need to address the new and changing 
embodiments of racism. She recalled the words of 
Reverend Al Sharpton as quoted in African Voices 
(2010): “We have defeated Jim Crow, 
but now we have to deal with his son, 
James Crow Jnr Esq." 

Cllr Asante continued the call for a 
pro-active approach to tackling racism 
declaring: “In my view, we need to be 
aware of reality and be prepared to 
‘fight’ for the justice we want to see.” 

Dr Joe Aldred spoke of fighting the 
inevitable and endemic racism from a 
position of power and referred to a 
slogan he had seen that stated “fight 
racism, start a business”. He told 
delegates: “Power respects and 
responds positively only to power, not 
to social pleadings." 

Leroy Logan, a facilitator at the 
conference and a former chair of the 
Metropolitan Black Police Association, 
said: “There is a desire for self- 
organisation and solidarity to challenge 
racism in the workplace and to put race 


back on the agenda, starting with a resource directory to 
support individuals willing to put their heads above the 
parapet.” 

In her closing remarks at the plenary session, Linda Bellos 
said if there were no infrastructure for an anti-racist 
alliance, the words spoken with passion and commitment 
here today would be “just hot air”. 

As the post-event press release stated, simply, “organise 
and unite”. Broad alliances were needed and some formal 
mechanism to facilitate the ongoing work of those 
organisations and individuals, as well as others not able to 
be present at the conference itself, to self-organise and be 
self-determined in addressing racism face-on and continue 
the struggle that has never gone away. 


A full conference report can be requested from 
Kwaku at editor@britishblackmusic.com 


Photos: by Kwaku 


Delegates listen to the plenary session 
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By Daphne Liddle 


Arctic Convoy veterans wait for the ceremony to begin 
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YOUNG RUSSIANS last Friday were 
queuing to have their photos taken 
waving the old hammer-and-sickle 
flag in a south London park and 
claiming that the Soviet Union was 
not dead, after an emotional Victory 
Day ceremony. 

The inscription at the Soviet War 
Memorial in the grounds of the 
Imperial War Museum, London reads: 

“This memorial commemorates the 
27 million Soviet citizens and service 
men and women who died for the 
Allied Victory in WWII. 

“WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM” 

And on Friday 9 May around 300 
assorted veterans, representatives of 
the embassies of the former Soviet 
republics, civic dignitaries, 
communists, members of London's 
Russian community and many others 


on 


assembled at the memorial to do just 
that — remember and honour the 
Soviet heroes who delivered the 
world from the horrors of Nazism at 
very great cost. 

The date marks 69 years since the 
forces of fascism, represented by Nazi 
Germany and her allies, 
unconditionally surrendered to the 
Soviet Red Army in Berlin, bringing 
the war in Europe to an end. 

There were speeches from local 
Mayor Cllr Abdul Mohamed, Philip 
Matthews, chair of the Soviet 
Memorial Trust Fund, and Alexander 
Kramarenko, Chargé d'Affaires of the 
Russian embassy, who wore a 
hammer-and-sickle badge in his khaki 
cap. He made a very poignant, 
measured speech stating that as long 
as Russia exists, the Soviet sacrifice 
will never be forgotten. He spoke at 
length about the importance of the 
defeat of fascism in 1945, and how it 
is important to remain forever 
watchful in the present time and to 
combat the narrow nationalism that 
leads to fascism. 

Then followed the traditional 
wreath laying. Three Soviet war 
veterans received loud applause, as 
did the veterans of the Arctic 
Convoys, who were present as usual 
in force. Other veteran groups, who 
were also applauded, included the 
RAF Russian Association, 
International Brigade Memorial Trust, 
Burma Star Association, London 
Merchant Navy Association, 
Normandy Veterans Association, 
London and Greater London 
Merchant Navy Association, 
Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen 
and Women, Royal Air Forces 
Association, and National Service 
(RAF) Association. 


The Moscow Second Guards Rifle 
Division re-enactment group were 
there as usual in their authentic 
uniforms. 

After the wreath laying Aksinia 
Elovik, a teenage pupil of the Russian 
Embassy, sang a solemn and beautiful 
requiem unaccompanied, the Last 
Post was played and Stanley Ballard 
of the Arctic Convoy Club gave the 
exhortation followed by two minutes’ 
silence and reveille. 

Alexander Kramarenko then invited 
everyone to drink a toast to the 
victory, with vodka, wine and food 
laid on by the Russian embassy and 
the embassies of other former Soviet 
republics. The Ukrainian embassy had 
laid its wreath on the previous day. 

After that, the informal part began, 
with London's Russians singing and 
socialising. Someone set up an 
amplifier near the memorial and 
began to blast the old Soviet national 
anthem and brandished a hammer- 
and-sickle flag. 

The effect was electric, people 
drifted from the food and drink 
marquees to line up to have their 
pictures taken waving aloft the old 
red flag and striking poses from old 
Soviet posters. Another Red Navy 
hammer and sickle flag appeared and 
the Second Guards Rifle Division 
unfurled their hammer-and-sickle 
banner again. 

The music went on to play old 
Red Army favourites. Perhaps the 
vodka had something to do with it 
but things became very emotional 
and there were tears in many eyes 
and an outbreak of dancing when 
Kalinka was played. It was heart- 
warming to see the number of young 
Russians, alongside the veterans, 
taking up the flag. 


Soviet veterans lay their wreath 
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UNDERSTANDING AND TACKLING 
FAR RIGHT CULTURES 
IN BRITAIN AND EUROPE 


The aim of this one-day conference is to bring together leading academic and practitioner experts to share their current findings, 
as they have explored, analysed and engaged with the range of organisations that fit within the fuzzy term ‘far right’. 


This spans street movements such as the English Defence League, populist far right parties such as the Front National in France 
and extreme right wing forms of political violence and terrorism. 


The day-long event aims to cast fresh light on racist and extremist attitudes in Britain, and Europe more widely, as well as offer reflections 
on how to meet this challenge, both in terms of policy and everyday practice. 


Friday 27 June 2014 


Sunley Conference Centre, University of Northampton, Park Campus 


Price: £50 / £30 concessions 
To book your place please contact: Karin Ferngrin T: 01604 892067 E: karin.ferngren@northampton.ac.uk 
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Confirmed speakers include: 


Professor Paul Thomas, University of Huddersfield 
‘Attitudes and dispositions within marginalised white communities: 
Implications for policy and practice’ 


Jon Mulholland, Nicola Montagna and Erin Sanders- 
McDonagh, Middlesex University 
‘understanding women’s support 
for the British far right’ 


TRANSFORMING LIVES + INSPIRING CHANGE 


Dr Aurelien Mondon, Bath University 
‘The Front National, Marine Le Pen and the myth of the alternative’ 


James Kingett, Show Racism the Red Card 
‘Young people’s attitudes to race, and the English Defence League’ 


Rocio Cifuentes, Director Ethnic Youth Support Team (EYST) 
‘The ‘Think’ Project’ 


NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION + FREE FESTIVAL 
ASSEMBLE: 1PM, BBC HQ, PORTLAND PLACE 
LONDON W1 1AA (NEAREST TUBE: OXFORD CIRCUS) 
THEPEOPLESASSEMBLY.ORG.UK 
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Stand up to racism, UKIP and fascism 


Register now for UAF National Conference Saturday June 14 9.30-Spm £12 / £6 students and 
concessions. 

This conference is a timely opportunity to understand and discuss how to campaign against UKIP, 
a movement similar to the Tea Party in the US, after it polled the highest share of the vote ice) e) e)iare 
the poll in the Euro elections; learn the lessons of how we defeated fascist British National Party 
(BNP) leader Nick Griffin; and the importance of challenging and not conceding to racism. 


Across Europe far right and fascist parties made significant gains. In France Front National topped 
the polls with 24.95% of the vote (24 seats). In Greece Golden Dawn polled 9.4% gaining 3 MEPs 
and in Austria FPO won 20.5% of the vote. We also believe that it is vital we campaign to stop the 
rise of racist and fascist parties across Europe and along with other campaigning groups we will be 
combating the rise of UKIP. 


Speakers: 
Diane Abbott MP 
Claude Moraes MEP 
Mohammad Taj — TUC President 
Maz Saleem — Daughter of Mohammed Saleem 
Tony Kearns — CWU Senior Deputy General Secretary 
Dr Tommy Tomescu — Alliance against Romanian and 
Bulgarian Discrimination 
Aaron Kiely — NUS Black Students Officer 
Gerry Gable — Editor, Searchlight 
Sabby Dhalu and Weyman Bennett — Joint National 
Secretaries, Unite Against Fascism 

Organised By: 
Themes include: 
+ After the Euro elections: campaigning against UKIP and 

fascist parties 

- Yes to diversity: stand up to racism and Islamophobia 
* Stand Up to UKIP — no to racist populism www.uaf.org.uk 


® 
- Austerity and opposing scapegoating immigrants info@uaf.org.uk unite 


* Where next for Europe? twitter: @uaf against fascism 
* Rebutting media myths on immigration and Muslims 


* Never Again: the Holocaust and antisemitism 
* Opposing racism and Islamophobia in education Trade Union Congress, Congress House, 


* Eliminating institutional racism and deaths in custody Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS 


Register now at uaf.org.uk 
Conference 2014 registration: £12 / £6 students and concessions 


